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NYC Department of Health Encourages People To 
Double Face Coverings 

(KN95 Masks Should Be Worn Alone) 
 

Amid Coronavirus Pandemic 
 

Open Enrollment Period Extended; Indoor Family Entertainment 
Centers to Open Next Month; Free Tax Service; and More! 

 

NYS Confirmed: 1,555,773 

NYS Deaths: 37,556 

NYC Confirmed: 671,779 

Brooklyn Confirmed: 193,269 
 

RODNEYSE IN THE NEWS 
 

  



Politico - New York Playbook: Ten elected officials today 
are announcing their support for the Invest In Our New 
York Act, a package of bills aimed at raising taxes on the 
state’s wealthiest individuals and corporations. The new 
supporters are Congresswoman Nydia Velazquez; state Sens. 
Neil Breslin, Leroy Comrie, Zellnor Myrie, José M. Serrano; 
and Assemblymembers Rebecca Seawright, Fred 
Thiele, Rodneyse Bichotte Hermelyn, Pamela Hunter, 
and Jo Anne Simon. 

 

NYS: GOVERNOR CUOMO 
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• Governor Cuomo announced that indoor family 
entertainment centers and places of amusement can open 
with a 25 percent capacity limit beginning Friday, 
March 26. 

• Outdoor amusement parks can open with a 33 
percent capacity limit beginning Friday, April 9. 

• All facilities must submit reopening plans with 
health protocols to the local health department. 
Read more here. 

• Recently, New York State suspended 23 liquor licenses 
for bars and restaurants. 

• In total, 393 liquor licenses have been suspended 
during the coronavirus pandemic. Read more here. 

• The governor announced that New York's health 
insurance Open Enrollment Period will be further 
extended to May 15, 2021. Read more here. 

• The Federal Emergency Management Agency will 
establish four additional community-based vaccination 
sites in Buffalo, Rochester, Albany, and Yonkers. Read 
more here. 

• As of 11 a.m. today, a total of 2,109,690 first dose 
and 984,100 second dose COVID-19 vaccines have been 
administered in New York State. 

 

NYC: MAYOR DE BLASIO 
 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-indoor-family-entertainment-centers-can-open-march-26-outdoor
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-23-additional-bar-and-restaurants-liquor-licenses-suspended-february
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-open-enrollment-new-yorkers-extended-may-15-federal-marketplace
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-four-additional-fema-state-partnered-vaccination-sites-open-new-york
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• Mayor de Blasio announced that the Empire Outlets 
COVID-19 vaccine site on Staten Island will open 
tomorrow, February 19th. 

• The mayor announced that 1,399,055 vaccine doses have 
been administered in NYC. 

• NYC will lead canvassing efforts with 250 canvassers on 
the ground daily in COVID-19 hard-hit communities. 

• They will focus on areas around NYCHA, mass 
vaccination sites, and task force neighborhoods. 

• They will help build trust, confidence, will answer 
questions, and help people schedule vaccine 
appointments. 

• The NYC Department of Health is encouraging people 
to wear a cloth covering mask on top of a disposable 
mask. A KN95 mask, however, should be worn alone. 

• Individuals should wear tight, higher-grade masks 
and should wear a mask at home if someone has 
tested positive or been exposed to COVID-19. 



• Alternate Side Parking is suspended through 
Saturday, February 20th. 

 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 
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• The Biden Administration pledged a $200 million down 
payment towards tracking virus variants. Read more here. 

• The Department of Homeland Security announced 
that one million counterfeit N95 masks were seized by 
federal agents on Wednesday. 

• In recent weeks, the government confiscated more 
than 11 million knockoff masks. Read more here.  

 

CON EDISON STORM UPDATE 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/02/17/world/covid-19-coronavirus/the-cdc-pledges-a-nearly-200-million-down-payment-for-tracking-virus-variants-as-lawmakers-push-for-billions
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/02/17/world/covid-19-coronavirus/the-us-seizes-1-million-more-counterfeit-n95-masks
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• Con Edison is asking everyone in New York City and 
Westchester to be on the alert for any downed wires 
resulting from weakened tree limbs coming down on 
power lines. 

• Customers can report outages and check service 
restoration status here or by calling 1-800-75-CONED (1-
800-752-6633). Customers can sign up for text 
alerts here. Customers who report outages will receive 
updates from Con Edison with their estimated restoration 
times as they become available. Information on outages 
and restoration times is also available on the Con 
Edison outage map here. Read more here. 

 

FREE TAX SERVICES 
 

http://coned.com/reportoutage
http://coned.com/text
https://outagemap.coned.com/external/default.html
https://www.coned.com/en/about-us/media-center/news/20210217/con-edison-crews-ready-for-more-snow


  

Starting February 12th, New Yorkers whose income was less 
than $72,000 in 2020 can file their taxes for free here. 

 

NAMC NYCHA CONTRACTING EVENT 
 

https://www.tax.ny.gov/pit/efile/default.htm?fbclid=IwAR0fMIOkecc-WAZ49T-QWZYNZUeN8F-_5ohu05y2bjCV_m2wnj1pQZk4IM8
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Join Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte 
Heremlyn and the NAMC New York Tri-State 
Chapter for a Meet the NYCHA Chairman & the New 
Contracting Officer event on Tuesday, February 
23 at 2:00 p.m. To register visit here. 

 

COVID-19 VACCINE TOWN HALL 
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The Mayor's Office for People with Disabilities is 
hosting a COVID-19 Vaccine Townhall on Monday, 
February 22 from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. This meeting 
will have ASL and Captioning, to request additional 
accommodations please send an email here or call 212-788-
2856 no later than Friday, February 19. To register for the 
event visit here or dial in at the time of the meeting: 646-876-
9923 with Webinar ID: 856 7890 5346. 

 

https://www.namctristate.org/nycha-webinar.html
mailto:jnovick@cityhall.nyc.gov
http://bit.ly/3a8oSkA


BROOKLYN COVID-19 TESTING SITES 
 



 



Here are the dates and times for NYC Health+Hospitals 
testing sites for the week of February 15 to February 21. To 
find additional testing sites around NYC, visit here. 

 

GROUPS ELIGIBLE FOR THE COVID-19 VACCINE AS 
OF 01/14/2021 
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001CggZ2gw43UGNKF8YqhqxRX3vs-H9LTjiCuRmdbs56pIxIlE0lnMjT7J-4WXf3ArvVUGBRJqUiXXcdrCG_G2vCnu_tou-laZ83Heqf_3-WtLeW1V5taXfxiI7b_ud3fywnwp1599gUY879hOWdkE1zVTQmWhpWjQRGHhtEW4jdOceTSLR4HHLW7kS-I1leWzqct4cI0CbaNoljCNYlD5Fjg==&c=iwUDs86VBgzQQcsYAROXDWaPPw99pBy-BFuSQgoZ5rxkHGlDoBUn4g==&ch=SuYaos86czJpOv6hDWf_k7xAXqj7oUeDaxM1lVIawqzdYpUUmXwa-Q==


See the list above to determine if you are part of an eligible 
group. To learn more and find out where you can get 
vaccinated click here. 

 

COVID VACCINE SCAM ALERT 
 

  

DON'T FORGET YOUR MASK 
 

http://nyc.gov/covidvaccine


  

MUTUAL AID NYC FOOD RESOURCES 
 



  



Mutual Aid NYC is providing food assistance, resources, and 
other services. To get more information call their hotline at 
which you can call at 646-437-8080. 

 

NYC SMALL BUSINESS RESOURCE NETWORK 
 



  

https://www.nycsmallbusinessresourcenetwork.org/


The NYC Small Business Resource Network is a unique 
private/public partnership that provides our local businesses 
with the free, personalized guidance they need right now to 
survive the pandemic. If you have a small business, you can 
sign up for this network today. 
 
Once you fill out the brief intake form, you will be matched 
with a business support specialist. Through this program, all 
five borough Chambers of Commerce have specialists 
offering one-on-one support to businesses in their boroughs. 
  
The program is funded by a $2.8 million grant from the New 
York City-based Peter G. Peterson Foundation and supported 
by in-kind contributions from other partners, this 
collaboration, led by the Partnership for New York City, 
the NYC Economic Development Corporation and all 
five Chambers of Commerce, leverages the city’s 
corporate, financial and professional services sectors, as well 
as universities, philanthropies and expert volunteers to help 
small business owners gain access to a range of programs and 
services. 

 

COVID-19 RAPID TESTING BROOKLYN LOCATIONS 
 

http://www.nycsmallbusinessresourcenetwork.org/
http://www.nycsmallbusinessresourcenetwork.org/


  

STOP THE SPREAD 
 



 



WEARING FACE COVERINGS 
 



  



AVOID SCAMS 
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• Notify NYC: Beware of COVID-19 scams! 
• Report price gouging to 311 or NYC.gov/dcwp. You can 

also file a complaint to the Attorney General's office by 
filling out a complaint form. 

• NYS Price Gouging Hotline: 800-697-1220. 
• CDC staff will NOT go door-to-door. If you experience 

this, call 911. 
 

SERVICES AND RESOURCES 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MyT68t5NHNpdX7jQe6omGFeCNoxOdQeZIVLR52F3RebW0vEaR0IaZxS9iO0BVNtJSCiBRxmRarB7T2EK3M0lBVv-ACpF7kmssfF-82rDXVjEEodwnwX_l7JVTdd1kdpLO_utB_XpnVk=&c=QAVZV3Vjpx8e5Ar-dAjkFMZt-rAa3vROVyoDmZtfrtl37VLJ14F18w==&ch=xAPbLEJ9Bh0dyLu1EGO0WKwyOg8jFqkYnM-08LHPNuhsBhEzq4iJCQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MyT68t5NHNpdX7jQe6omGFeCNoxOdQeZIVLR52F3RebW0vEaR0IaZxS9iO0BVNtJD5t2hl7DxrWhnf3wYikuzmU9EwlN_I5VWVEaen4JLhqY4C_Fiz8teMT-UBsbZ_IeLThSMnI9pBwVTaCH6-EfZk8mgRimjPk-C_EmxXpFiuc=&c=QAVZV3Vjpx8e5Ar-dAjkFMZt-rAa3vROVyoDmZtfrtl37VLJ14F18w==&ch=xAPbLEJ9Bh0dyLu1EGO0WKwyOg8jFqkYnM-08LHPNuhsBhEzq4iJCQ==
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Due to the impact of COVID-19 on New York City's workforce, 
the City of New York has developed a list of resources for those 
who may be unemployed due to COVID-19 or are seeking 
additional assistance. The list below will be updated 
frequently. 
 
It has information on the following categories: 

• Employment Resources 
• Food Assistance 
• Health & Medical Assistance 
• Financial Assistance 
• Rent Arrears and Public Assistance 
• Emotional Support & Spiritual Care 
• Other Assistance 

 
Visit this website for resources. 
 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/em/resources/covid-19-services-resources.page


NYS Department of Health Hotline for people who want 
to be assessed and get appointment for test (888-364-3065). 
NYC residents should call (844-692-4692). 
 
Volunteer to Support 
Others: https://www1.nyc.gov/site/helpnownyc/resources/c
ovid-19-relief.page#healthcare_workers. 
 
Free Internet Services: 
Charter is offering free spectrum broadband and WiFi 
access for 60 days to household with K-12 and/or 
college students who do not already have Spectrum 
broadband subscription. To enroll, call 844-488-8395. 
Until further notice, all Xfinity WiFi Public Hotspots are now 
open to everyone on the "xfinitywifi" SSID. For more 
information visit here. 
 
The Hebrew Educational Society in partnership with MET 
Council has a food pantry that is open to all. To reserve a spot, 
visit here. 

 

  

  

Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte represents the 42nd Assembly District in Brooklyn covering 
Ditmas Park, Flatbush, East Flatbush and Midwood. She is currently the Chair of the Subcommittee 
on Oversight of Minority and Women-Owned Business Enterprises (MWBEs), and serves on 
the following committees: Housing, Government Operations, Education, Banks, Health, and 
Higher Education. She is also a member of the Task Force on Women's Issues and sits on Governor 
Cuomo's Domestic Violence Advisory Council and Mayor De Blasio's MWBE Task Force. 
 
As a current Assemblymember, District Leader, and Chair of Brooklyn Democratic Party, Rodneyse 
Bichotte has been an outspoken advocate on issues concerning immigration, education, economic 
development, unemployment, education reform, health care access, senior citizen 
centers, affordable housing, school safety, women's and LGBTQ rights, as well as other issues 
affecting the quality of life in the community. 
 

   
Learn more about  

Rodneyse Bichotte by visiting her websites: 
http://nyassembly.gov/mem/Rodneyse-Bichotte 

and www.rodneysebichotte.net  
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https://www1.nyc.gov/site/helpnownyc/resources/covid-19-relief.page#healthcare_workers
https://corporate.charter.com/newsroom/charter-to-offer-free-access-to-spectrum-broadband-and-wifi-for-60-days-for-new-K12-and-college-student-households-and-more
https://corporate.charter.com/newsroom/charter-to-offer-free-access-to-spectrum-broadband-and-wifi-for-60-days-for-new-K12-and-college-student-households-and-more
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Coronavirus-Update--2-18-21---NYC-Department-of-Health-Encourages-People-To-Double-Face-Coverings.html?soid=1103413547828&aid=SP55k5GSKYg
https://corporate.charter.com/newsroom/charter-to-offer-free-access-to-spectrum-broadband-and-wifi-for-60-days-for-new-K12-and-college-student-households-and-more
https://www.picktime.com/e4f9020d-4c98-4b99-bbb3-4ce714c3e0c3
http://nyassembly.gov/mem/Rodneyse-Bichotte
http://www.rodneysebichotte.net/


STAY CONNECTED 

      
   

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/RodneyseBichotte/
https://twitter.com/AMBichotte
https://www.instagram.com/rbichotte/
https://www.facebook.com/RodneyseBichotte/
https://twitter.com/AMBichotte
https://www.instagram.com/rbichotte/

