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 CDC Updates Mask Guidelines for Fully Vaccinated 

Individuals 
 

Amid Coronavirus Pandemic 
 

NYC Mayor Announces Food Vouchers for Vaccinated Individuals; 
NYS Assembly Passes Absentee Ballot Legislation; Press Conference 

for Romy Vilsaint; and more! 
 

VACCINE PROGRESS 
 

NYS First Doses: 9,829,012 
NYS Completed Series: 8,146,062 

Brooklyn First Does: 1,073,386 
Brooklyn Completed Series: 855,591 

 

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/bopTGkZ?source_id=fb1220f8-2371-4506-83ca-027e76bf09d5&source_type=em&c=


COVID-19 CASES & FATALITIES 
 

NYS Confirmed: 2,065,533 
NYS Deaths: 42,417 

NYC Confirmed: 926,650 
Brooklyn Confirmed: 272,508 

 

RODNEYSE IN THE NEWS 
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Justice for Romy Vilsaint Press Conference 
• ABC7 NY: Boy who was fatally punched had been bullied 

at Brooklyn school, family says. Read more here. 
• NY Daily News: Devastated family of 12-year-old 

Brooklyn student who died after school bullying demand 
answers. Read more here. 

• Yahoo: Raw Video: Family demands justice for bullied 
boy. Read more here. 

• BK Reader: Family of 12-yr-Old Flatbush Boy Who Died 
at the Hands of Bullies Seeks Justice, Answers From the 
City and DOE. Read more here. 

• BK Reader: NY State Assembly Floats New Bill to Make 
Diwali an Official School Holiday. Read more here. 

• News Break: Boy who was fatally punched had been 
bullied at Brooklyn school, family says. Read more here. 

Diwali 
• News India Times: Bill to make Diwali official holiday 

in New York gets closer to reality. Read more here. 
• BK Reader: New York Assembly Floats New Bill to Make 

Diwali Official School Holiday. Read more here. 
Menthol Tobacco Ban 

https://abc7ny.com/brooklyn-boy-dead-bullying-romy-vilsaint-punched-after-school/10632374/
https://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/education/ny-student-bullied-dies-family-demands-answers-20210514-izhnlqt5lvci5ajlsj3anjj66q-story.html
https://www.yahoo.com/now/raw-video-family-demands-justice-142016246.html
https://www.bkreader.com/2021/05/14/family-of-12-yr-old-flatbush-boy-who-died-at-the-hands-of-bullies-asks-for-answers-justice-from-the-city-and-doe/
https://www.bkreader.com/2021/05/14/ny-state-assembly-floats-new-bill-to-make-diwali-an-official-school-holiday/
https://www.newsbreak.com/news/2241755762785/boy-who-was-fatally-punched-had-been-bullied-at-brooklyn-school-family-says
https://www.newsindiatimes.com/bill-to-make-diwali-official-holiday-in-new-york-gets-closer-to-reality/


• The PEW Charitable Trusts: As Feds Push Menthol 
Cigarette Ban, States Weigh Broader Measures. Read 
more here. 

 

ROMY VILSAINT PRESS CONFERENCE 
 

Today, Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte 
Hermelyn, Council Member Farah N. Louis, District 

Leader Josue Pierre and District Leader Edu 
Hermelyn joined the family of Romy Vilsaint and their 
attorney, Nicholas Papain for a conference to demand 

answers and an independent investigation surrounding the 
passing of 12-year-old Romy Vilsaint after reports of attacks 

and bullying. Read the press release here. 
 

  

Photo Credit: BK Reader; The Vilsaint family, Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte Hermelyn, District 
Leader Josue Pierre, and press conference attendees. 

 

 

Photo Credit: Theodore 
Parisienne/New York Daily News; 
Romy's uncle delivering remarks. 

 

 

Photo Credit: ABC 7; 
Assemblymember Rodneyse 
Bichotte Hermelyn addressing 
the crowd. 

 

 

Photo Credit: BK Reader; 
Council Member Farah N. Louis 
addressing the crowd. 
 

LEGISLATION 
 

https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/blogs/stateline/2021/05/13/as-feds-push-menthol-cigarette-ban-states-weigh-broader-measures
https://conta.cc/3hxtDIB


  

This week, the New York State Assembly Majority passed 
legislation to strengthen our democracy and make it easier for 
New Yorkers to vote. Two of Assemblymember Bichotte 
Hermelyn bills were passed. Bill A.6046 to provide an 
additional method of requesting absentee ballots through 
electronic means and bill A.6047A to temporarily eliminate 
the need to request an absentee ballot via a signed absentee 
ballot application. This bill also allows absentee ballots with a 
postmark/cancellation mark by the day of election to be 
rendered a timely ballot. 
 
“These bills will make it easier for New Yorkers to vote using 
an absentee ballot,” Assemblymember Rodneyse 
Bichotte Hermelyn said. “By allowing voters to use 
electronic means to request a ballot, and allowing ballots 
postmarked on Election Day to be counted, we will help ensure 
that all voters’ voices are heard and counted.” 

 

NYS: GOVERNOR CUOMO 
 

https://nyassembly.gov/leg/?default_fld=&leg_video=&bn=A06046&term=2021&Summary=Y&Actions=Y&Committee%26nbspVotes=Y&Floor%26nbspVotes=Y&Memo=Y&Text=Y&LFIN=Y
https://nyassembly.gov/leg/?default_fld=%0D%0A&leg_video=&bn=A.6047A&term=2021&Summary=Y&Actions=Y&Committee%26nbspVotes=Y&Floor%26nbspVotes=Y&Memo=Y&Text=Y&LFIN=Y
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• Governor Cuomo announced that New York State 
is launching a new "Reimagine, Rebuild, Renew" 
multimedia campaign designed to support the state's 
reopening and economic recovery efforts. Read 
more here. 

• The governor announced the launch of the Round XI of 
the Regional Economic Development Council 
initiative. 

• The 2021 funding round includes more than $750 
million in state economic development resources. 

• The Consolidated Funding Application will open 
on May 10, enabling businesses, municipalities, 
not-for-profits and the public to begin applying for 
assistance from dozens of state programs for job-
creation and community development 
projects. Read more here. 

• This week, the governor signed legislation (S.1453-
B/A.6255-A) extending a moratorium that 
prevents utility companies from disconnecting utilities 
to residential households and small businesses that are 
struggling with their bills due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Read more here. 

• The governor also signed legislation (S.5923-A/A.6617-A) 
protecting New Yorkers' COVID-19 stimulus 
payments from being garnished by debt collectors. 

• All relief payments to New Yorkers under these 
federal acts, including stimulus payments, tax 
refunds, rebates, and tax credits to support 
individuals and children qualified for or received 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/back-new-york-groove-governor-cuomo-announces-launch-new-reimagine-rebuild-renew-campaign
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-launches-new-decade-regional-economic-development-council-initiative
https://nyassembly.gov/leg/?default_fld=&leg_video=&bn=S01453&term=2021&Summary=Y&Actions=Y&Committee%26nbspVotes=Y&Floor%26nbspVotes=Y&Memo=Y&Text=Y&LFIN=Y&Chamber%26nbspVideo%2FTranscript=Y
https://nyassembly.gov/leg/?default_fld=&leg_video=&bn=S01453&term=2021&Summary=Y&Actions=Y&Committee%26nbspVotes=Y&Floor%26nbspVotes=Y&Memo=Y&Text=Y&LFIN=Y&Chamber%26nbspVideo%2FTranscript=Y
https://nyassembly.gov/leg/?default_fld=%0D%0A&leg_video=&bn=A.6255-A&term=2021&Summary=Y&Actions=Y&Committee%26nbspVotes=Y&Floor%26nbspVotes=Y&Memo=Y&Text=Y&LFIN=Y&Chamber%26nbspVideo%2FTranscript=Y
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-signs-legislation-extending-moratorium-prevents-utility-companies-disconnecting
https://nyassembly.gov/leg/?default_fld=%0D%0A&leg_video=&bn=S.5923-A&term=2021&Summary=Y&Actions=Y&Committee%26nbspVotes=Y&Floor%26nbspVotes=Y&Memo=Y&Text=Y&LFIN=Y&Chamber%26nbspVideo%2FTranscript=Y
https://nyassembly.gov/leg/?default_fld=%0D%0A&leg_video=&bn=A.6617-A&term=2021&Summary=Y&Actions=Y&Committee%26nbspVotes=Y&Floor%26nbspVotes=Y&Memo=Y&Text=Y&LFIN=Y&Chamber%26nbspVideo%2FTranscript=Y


prior to the effective date, will be protected. Read 
more here. 

• The governor announced that 50 percent of New 
Yorkers who are 18 and older have completed the 
COVID-19 vaccine series. Read more here. 

• More than 8 million people have been fully 
vaccinated for COVID-19 in New York State. Read 
more here. 

• Governor Cuomo announced 
that beaches and pools will operate with six-foot social 
distancing in anticipation of Memorial Day. New York 
State's goal is to reopen them to 100 percent capacity 
by July 4. Read more here. 

 

NYC: MAYOR DE BLASIO 
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• Mayor de Blasio announced that New Yorkers can get a 
voucher for a free burger or sandwich if they show 
proof of receiving their COVID-19 vaccine at a NYC 
mobile vaccine clinic. Read more here. 

• This year, Global Citizen Live and the Governors 
Ball at Citi Field will be back. The mayor stated if 
you get vaccinated, you will have an opportunity to 
win free tickets to these amazing music festivals. 

• This week, the mayor appointed Rachel Loeb the 
President and CEO of the New York City Economic 
Development Corporation (NYCEDC). 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-signs-legislation-protecting-new-yorkers-covid-19-stimulus-payments-debt
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-50-percent-new-york-adults-complete-covid-19-vaccine-series
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-more-8-million-people-fully-vaccinated-covid-19-new-york-state
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-beaches-and-pools-operate-six-foot-social-distancing
https://nypost.com/2021/05/13/de-blasio-eats-shake-shack-burger-for-breakfast-during-presser/


• The mayor announced “Open Boulevards,” a new 
program to enhance and expand 10 multi-block corridors 
to create dining destination experiences throughout the 
city. Read more here. 

 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 
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• President Biden urged parents to get their children 
vaccinated, shortly before the CDC approved the use of 
the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine for adolescents ages 12 to 15. 
Read more here. 

• On Thursday, the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention announced that fully vaccinated people 
could start taking off their masks indoors. Read 
more here. 

• This new recommendation caught state officials and 
businesses by surprise and raised a host of difficult 
questions about how the guidelines would be carried 
out. Read more here. 

• President Biden urged out-of-work Americans to accept 
job offers if they are able to work or else they may lose 
their unemployment benefits. Read more here. 

• McDonald’s is teaming up with the Biden 
administration to raise COVID-19 vaccine awareness and 
help customers find vaccine appointments near them. 
Read more here. 

 

COVID-19 VACCINE EQUITY 
PARTNER ENGAGEMENT PROJECT RFP 

 

https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/352-21/streets-week-mayor-de-blasio-open-boulevards-
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/05/12/pfizer-covid-vaccine-biden-urges-parents-to-get-kids-vaccinated-after-cdc-panel-endorses-shot.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/13/us/cdc-mask-guidelines-vaccinated.html
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/05/13/world/covid-vaccine-coronavirus-cases
https://people.com/politics/joe-biden-delivers-remarks-about-jobless-benefits-luges-people-to-go-back-to-work-if-they-can/
https://www.usatoday.com/news/coronavirus/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/food/2021/05/11/mcdonalds-white-house-covid-vaccine-awareness-we-can-do-this/5030854001/
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• The Fund for Public Health NYC extends 
opportunities to external partners to support the mission 
of the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene. 
On behalf of the Health Department, FPHNYC is 
responsible for issuing competitive solicitations by 
releasing the announcement and coordinating the 
application process while the Health Department remains 
as the content experts. Read more here. 

• In an effort to continue to prioritize most impacted 
communities, preference will be given to 
organizations who have office locations – or 
serve- one of the 33 Taskforce on Racial Inclusion 
and Equity neighborhoods, those with the lowest 
rates of vaccination, and those with a majority BIPOC 
staff and leadership. The deadline to apply is June 1, 
2021. 

 

RANKED CHOICE VOTING 
INFORMATIONAL WEBINAR 

 

https://fphnyc.org/get-involved/requests-proposals/


  

Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte Hermelyn in 
partnership with Flatbush Development Corporation is 
hosting a Ranked Choice Voting Informational 
Webinar on Thursday, May 20th at 6:30 p.m. Join this 
webinar to learn the new way of voting in New York – ranking 
your candidates of choice - and get other key updates to make 
your voting process smooth. Register here. 

 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
 

Today, Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte 
Hermelyn, State Senator Kevin Parker, and Council Member 

Farah N. Louis hosted a Guide to COVID-19 Relief for Houses of 

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_jAhlcv2aQNOZPWhGR990qg


Worship and Religious Schools virtual discussion with U.S. 
Majority Leader Chuck Schumer. 

 

 

U.S. Majority Leader 
 Chuck Schumer 

 

 

Assemblymember 
Rodneyse Bichotte Hermelyn 

 

BROOKLYN COVID-19 TESTING SITES 
 

  

Here are the dates and times for NYC Health+Hospitals 
testing sites for the week of May 10 to May 16. To find 
additional testing sites around NYC, visit here. 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001CggZ2gw43UGNKF8YqhqxRX3vs-H9LTjiCuRmdbs56pIxIlE0lnMjT7J-4WXf3ArvVUGBRJqUiXXcdrCG_G2vCnu_tou-laZ83Heqf_3-WtLeW1V5taXfxiI7b_ud3fywnwp1599gUY879hOWdkE1zVTQmWhpWjQRGHhtEW4jdOceTSLR4HHLW7kS-I1leWzqct4cI0CbaNoljCNYlD5Fjg==&c=iwUDs86VBgzQQcsYAROXDWaPPw99pBy-BFuSQgoZ5rxkHGlDoBUn4g==&ch=SuYaos86czJpOv6hDWf_k7xAXqj7oUeDaxM1lVIawqzdYpUUmXwa-Q==


COVID-19 VACCINATION SITES 
 

  

If you or someone you love would like to schedule an 
appointment for the COVID-19 vaccine, please visit here or 
call 1-833-NYS-4-VAX (1-833-697-4829). 

 

COVID VACCINE SCAM ALERT 
 

  

DON'T FORGET YOUR MASK 
 

https://vaccinefinder.nyc.gov/
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Coronavirus-Update--5-14-21---CDC-Updates-Mask-Guidelines-for-Fully-Vaccinated-Individuals.html?soid=1103413547828&aid=QlOIn0ElqGA


  

MUTUAL AID NYC FOOD RESOURCES 
 



  

Mutual Aid NYC is providing food assistance, resources, and 
other services. To get more information call their hotline at 
which you can call at 646-437-8080. 

 

NYC SMALL BUSINESS RESOURCE NETWORK 
 



  

The NYC Small Business Resource Network is a unique 
private/public partnership that provides our local businesses 
with the free, personalized guidance they need right now to 
survive the pandemic. If you have a small business, you can 
sign up for this network today. 
 
Once you fill out the brief intake form, you will be matched 
with a business support specialist. Through this program, all 
five borough Chambers of Commerce have specialists 
offering one-on-one support to businesses in their boroughs. 
  
The program is funded by a $2.8 million grant from the New 
York City-based Peter G. Peterson Foundation and supported 

http://www.nycsmallbusinessresourcenetwork.org/
http://www.nycsmallbusinessresourcenetwork.org/
https://www.nycsmallbusinessresourcenetwork.org/


by in-kind contributions from other partners, this 
collaboration, led by the Partnership for New York City, 
the NYC Economic Development Corporation and all 
five Chambers of Commerce, leverages the city’s 
corporate, financial and professional services sectors, as well 
as universities, philanthropies and expert volunteers to help 
small business owners gain access to a range of programs and 
services. 

 

COVID-19 RAPID TESTING BROOKLYN LOCATIONS 
 

  

STOP THE SPREAD 
 



  

WEARING FACE COVERINGS 
 



  

AVOID SCAMS 
 



  

Photo Credit: Pixabay/CDC 
 

• Notify NYC: Beware of COVID-19 scams! 
• Report price gouging to 311 or NYC.gov/dcwp. You can 

also file a complaint to the Attorney General's office by 
filling out a complaint form. 

• NYS Price Gouging Hotline: 800-697-1220. 
• CDC staff will NOT go door-to-door. If you experience 

this, call 911. 
 

SERVICES AND RESOURCES 
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Due to the impact of COVID-19 on New York City's workforce, 
the City of New York has developed a list of resources for those 
who may be unemployed due to COVID-19 or are seeking 
additional assistance. The list below will be updated 
frequently. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MyT68t5NHNpdX7jQe6omGFeCNoxOdQeZIVLR52F3RebW0vEaR0IaZxS9iO0BVNtJSCiBRxmRarB7T2EK3M0lBVv-ACpF7kmssfF-82rDXVjEEodwnwX_l7JVTdd1kdpLO_utB_XpnVk=&c=QAVZV3Vjpx8e5Ar-dAjkFMZt-rAa3vROVyoDmZtfrtl37VLJ14F18w==&ch=xAPbLEJ9Bh0dyLu1EGO0WKwyOg8jFqkYnM-08LHPNuhsBhEzq4iJCQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MyT68t5NHNpdX7jQe6omGFeCNoxOdQeZIVLR52F3RebW0vEaR0IaZxS9iO0BVNtJD5t2hl7DxrWhnf3wYikuzmU9EwlN_I5VWVEaen4JLhqY4C_Fiz8teMT-UBsbZ_IeLThSMnI9pBwVTaCH6-EfZk8mgRimjPk-C_EmxXpFiuc=&c=QAVZV3Vjpx8e5Ar-dAjkFMZt-rAa3vROVyoDmZtfrtl37VLJ14F18w==&ch=xAPbLEJ9Bh0dyLu1EGO0WKwyOg8jFqkYnM-08LHPNuhsBhEzq4iJCQ==


 
It has information on the following categories: 

• Employment Resources 
• Food Assistance 
• Health & Medical Assistance 
• Financial Assistance 
• Rent Arrears and Public Assistance 
• Emotional Support & Spiritual Care 
• Other Assistance 

 
Visit this website for resources. 
 
NYS Department of Health Hotline for people who want 
to be assessed and get appointment for test (888-364-3065). 
NYC residents should call (844-692-4692). 
 
Volunteer to Support 
Others: https://www1.nyc.gov/site/helpnownyc/resources/c
ovid-19-relief.page#healthcare_workers. 
 
Free Internet Services: 
Charter is offering free spectrum broadband and WiFi 
access for 60 days to household with K-12 and/or 
college students who do not already have Spectrum 
broadband subscription. To enroll, call 844-488-8395. 
Until further notice, all Xfinity WiFi Public Hotspots are now 
open to everyone on the "xfinitywifi" SSID. For more 
information visit here. 
 
The Hebrew Educational Society in partnership with MET 
Council has a food pantry that is open to all. To reserve a spot, 
visit here. 

 

  

  

Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte represents the 42nd Assembly District in Brooklyn covering 
Ditmas Park, Flatbush, East Flatbush and Midwood. She is currently the Chair of the Subcommittee 
on Oversight of Minority and Women-Owned Business Enterprises (MWBEs), and serves on 
the following committees: Housing, Government Operations, Education, Banks, Health, and 
Higher Education. She is also a member of the Task Force on Women's Issues and sits on Governor 
Cuomo's Domestic Violence Advisory Council and Mayor De Blasio's MWBE Task Force. 

   

 

  

 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/em/resources/covid-19-services-resources.page
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Coronavirus-Update--5-14-21---CDC-Updates-Mask-Guidelines-for-Fully-Vaccinated-Individuals.html?soid=1103413547828&aid=QlOIn0ElqGA
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Coronavirus-Update--5-14-21---CDC-Updates-Mask-Guidelines-for-Fully-Vaccinated-Individuals.html?soid=1103413547828&aid=QlOIn0ElqGA
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/helpnownyc/resources/covid-19-relief.page#healthcare_workers
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/helpnownyc/resources/covid-19-relief.page#healthcare_workers
https://corporate.charter.com/newsroom/charter-to-offer-free-access-to-spectrum-broadband-and-wifi-for-60-days-for-new-K12-and-college-student-households-and-more
https://corporate.charter.com/newsroom/charter-to-offer-free-access-to-spectrum-broadband-and-wifi-for-60-days-for-new-K12-and-college-student-households-and-more
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Coronavirus-Update--5-14-21---CDC-Updates-Mask-Guidelines-for-Fully-Vaccinated-Individuals.html?soid=1103413547828&aid=QlOIn0ElqGA
https://corporate.charter.com/newsroom/charter-to-offer-free-access-to-spectrum-broadband-and-wifi-for-60-days-for-new-K12-and-college-student-households-and-more
https://www.picktime.com/e4f9020d-4c98-4b99-bbb3-4ce714c3e0c3

