
 

April 4, 2025 

Greetings – 

The State Budget for Fiscal Year 2025-26, which was due on April 1st, is now officially late. 
This week the Legislature passed budget extenders to keep State government operations 
funded while negotiations between the Governor, the Assembly, and the State Senate on the 
State’s FY 2025-26 budget are ongoing. At the same time, I am advocating on a host of issues 
in the budget including vital childcare funding, support for the MTA capital plan, and 
equitable education funding for New York City, legislative work also continues. 

The Library Literacy Education Guidance Act passes the Committee on Library and 
Education Technology 

This week one of my new bills - The Library Literacy Education Guidance Act (A.5835) - 
passed the Committee on Library and Education Technology. This legislation directs the State 
Librarian to provide guidance to public libraries throughout the State regarding evidence-
based practices for teaching literacy. It builds on my work regarding the adoption of best 
practices for teaching literacy in schools. The FY 24-25 Enacted Budget incorporated 
elements of my Right to Read Bill (A.78) requiring the State Education Department (SED) to 
establish statewide standards for evidence-based and scientifically based instructional 
practices for the teaching of childhood literacy. A.5835 is intended to complement this 
initiative by promoting the awareness and use of evidence-based literacy practices and 
programming for both children and adults in libraries throughout the State. We need all those 
working on advancing literacy to be rowing together, and A.5835 will help make this so. 

The New York City Arts Space Act garners the support of the City Council 

For the City to maintain its vitality we need to address the issue of affordability of 
performance and studio space for artists. My legislation - the New York City Arts Space Act 
(A.50) - gained support from the New York City Council last week in the form of a 
Resolution sponsored by Council Member Carlina Rivera, calling on the Legislature to pass 
and the Governor to sign the bill. This legislation, which was developed collaboratively with 
arts organizations, would provide property tax incentives for the development of affordable 
arts space in New York City in buildings being converted from commercial to residential 
space. Arts organizations could use affordable space for studio, rehearsal, performance, or arts 

https://nyassembly.gov/leg/?default_fld=%0D%0At&leg_video=&bn=A5835&term=&Summary=Y
https://nyassembly.gov/leg/?bn=a78
https://nyassembly.gov/leg/?default_fld=%0D%0A&leg_video=&bn=A50&term=&Summary=Y
https://nyassembly.gov/leg/?default_fld=%0D%0A&leg_video=&bn=A50&term=&Summary=Y
https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=7252027&GUID=84C9EA63-FB7D-4940-86A7-A9B625DB8AA9


and cultural programming. The legislation is designed so that any arts space would not be in 
competition with affordable housing. 

More action needed on Traffic Safety 

I was horrified by the car crash this past Saturday on Ocean Parkway that killed a mother and 
her two young children. Last year I was proud to help pass Sammy’s Law, which gives New 
York City the authority to lower the speed limit from 25 mph to 20 mph on a street-by-street 
basis and from 15 mph to 10 mph on streets that already have traffic calming measures. This 
was real progress in making our streets safer, but more needs to be done. I am a co-sponsor of 
my colleague Emily Gallagher’s bill A.2299, which would require drivers who frequently 
violate maximum speed limits to have a device installed that would limit their vehicles speed 
to no more than five miles above the speed limit for at least twelve months. 

I will also be working to pass my bill, A.2716, which would require cars manufactured or 
registered in New York to have technology that alerts drivers when they are driving more than 
eleven miles over the posted speed limit. This is already the standard in the European Union 
and has been proven to reduce speeding and deaths from vehicular crashes. On Monday, April 
7th, Transportation Alternatives is hosting a workshop for safe streets at MS442 (500 19th 
Street). Find details to RSVP on the flyer below: 

https://nyassembly.gov/leg/?default_fld=%0D%0A&leg_video=&bn=A2299&term=&Summary=Y
https://nyassembly.gov/leg/?default_fld=%0D%0A&leg_video=&bn=2716&term=&Summary=Y


 



Taking on Unnecessary Helicopter Flights 

Noise from non-essential helicopter flights is one of the most common quality of life 
complaints my office receives. Just yesterday, there was a community forum at the Prospect 
Park Picnic House on flight noise including helicopters. While federal law limits state and 
local government authority regarding regulating airspace, I believe my bill A.2583 taxing 
these nuisance flights, is both good policy and would withstand legal challenge. This 
legislation imposes a tax of $400 per flight or $100 per seat, whichever is greater for non-
essential flights. Expert analysis indicates that that a tax at this level could reduce flights by 
up to 50%. Revenue generated by this tax would go to the State’s Environmental Protection 
Fund. The most likely scenario for this bill to be enacted into law is through inclusion in the 
State budget.  

Call Governor Hochul at 518-474-8390 and tell her you want A.2583 – the tax on 
helicopter flights – in the budget! 

Annual Spring Clean and Green- Sunday, May 4th 

My annual Spring Clean and Green event in Prospect Park is scheduled for Sunday, May 4th 
from 10am-2pm.  E-waste collection, Shredding, Textile Recycling, along with new services, 
giveaways and information from city agencies and local institutions. If you plan to bring 
Electronic Waste, please RSVP here or by clicking on the flyer below: 

https://nyassembly.gov/leg/?default_fld=%0D%0A&leg_video=&bn=A2583&term=&Summary=Y
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1VWOQtAVozxR2JlqNytQsx9jO7rXMH8yjx_nmzeq2w6k/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1VWOQtAVozxR2JlqNytQsx9jO7rXMH8yjx_nmzeq2w6k/edit


 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1VWOQtAVozxR2JlqNytQsx9jO7rXMH8yjx_nmzeq2w6k/edit


If you have any concerns about any legislative or community issue, please email me at 
carrollr@nyassembly.gov or call (718) 788-7221. 

-Bobby 
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