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District 61 News 

Black History Month Celebration  

Last Saturday evening, I held my second annual Black History Month Celebration honoring  special 

guests from within the Staten Island community. Those honored at the event were Deputy Inspector Tania 

Kinsella, Michelle Akyempong, Ahmed Kargo, Bianca Rajpersaud, Sonayon Agosa, Daniel Singleton and 

Honorable Max Rose. The honorees and audience were treated to the amazing live poetry of Maya 

Guilbert or “Da Poet Maya” and a beautiful pre-recorded performance by Dr. Stephen Aniyikaye, leader 

of the Aniyikaye Drummers. I want to thank those that participated in my Black History event, especially 

Senator Charles Schumer and the event honorees. Black History is a time when all American’s can reflect 

on the historical contributions and sacrifices Black people have made to bring about justice, equality and 

a sense of community. As the representative of the 61st Assembly District, I stand committed to keep this 

movement progressing. 

Click here to watch the full event. 
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Virtual Youth Conference with NYC Smoke Free 

I had the pleasure of partnering with NYC Smoke Free for a Q&A event with youth regarding health, 

vaping laws, and the well-being of the youth on Staten Island. We spoke about the steps being taken to 

curb youth smoking and how we can keep our most vulnerable safe from the health dangers of smoking. 

It is always a great experience to talk with youth about the issues that impact them. Thank you to all who 

participated and to NYC Smoke Free at Public Health Solutions for coordinating the event. 

 

 

Updates From Albany 

Bringing my daughter Maimouna to Albany for an educational trip 
While attending her daily virtual classes this week, my daughter got to spend therst of the day in Albany 

for an additional learning experience on how state government works. In the process, she was formally 

introduced at the beginning of Wednesday’s session and welcomed by the Speaker of the Assembly in the 

People’s House. She is eager to share this learning experience with her teachers and classmates. 

The New York State Assembly passes Nursing Home Reforms Package. I sponsored and voted for 

the passage of: 

• A.244-A: Codifies the Health Emergency Response Data System (HERDS) in statute and requires 

DOH to share this aggregate data with other government entities and the public 
• A.1052-B: Establishes guidelines to safely allow personal and compassionate caregiving visitation 

at nursing homes and adult care facilities 
o This includes – but is not limited to – visits for the purpose of providing personal care 

and end-of-life support or other dire medical circumstances 
• A.3919: Establishes state guidelines for the transfer, discharge and voluntary discharge of 

individuals from nursing homes and prohibits any such transfer to a homeless shelter 
• A.3922-A: Creates the Reimagining Long Term Care Task Force to study the state of long-term 

care services and challenges in New York, including issues specifically related to the COVID-19 

pandemic 
o The Task Force would be required to produce a report related to COVID-19 issues 

by December 1, 2021, and a full study by May 1, 2022 
• A.5436-A: Establishes the Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program Reform Act to raise awareness 

of the Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program (LTCOP), improve communication between 



ombudsman and the departments that oversee long-term care facilities, and to ensure ombudsman 

are included in a residential health care facility’s pandemic emergency plan 
• A.5846: Requires adult care facilities to include infection control assessments in their regular 

quality assurance plans and requires these facilities to create a quality improvement committee 
• A.5847: Implements an antimicrobial stewardship program and training on antimicrobial 

resistance and control 
o The bill would help New York meet the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC) recommendations for hospitals and nursing homes 

• A.5848: Requires nursing home operators to provide residents and their families with the 

materials they need to access information on nursing homes online so they can make informed 

decisions 
o This includes complaints, citations, inspections, enforcement actions and penalties taken 

against the facility 

New Yorkers who lost loved ones in nursing homes faced unimaginable challenges on top of their grief, 

including a lack of clear communication and an inability to visit their family member or hold a proper 

memorial service. They deserved better. 

The legislative package I sponsored and help to pass, reimagines nursing home care, increases oversight 

and transparency, prepares for future public health threats and guarantees safe nursing home visitations. 

We owe it to nursing home and adult care facility residents and staff – and their families and caregivers – 

to improve safety standards and promote accountability. 

    

 

Critical Updates, New Policies, and Testing Locations to Protect You and Your Community 

1. Governor Andrew Cuomo also announced that beginning April 2, event, arts and 

entertainment venues can reopen at 33 percent capacity, up to 100 people indoors and up to 

200 people outdoors. If all attendees present proof of negative test prior to entry, capacity can 

increase up to 150 people indoors and up to 500 people outdoors. Social distancing and face 

coverings will be required by all attendees, as well as strict adherence to all applicable Department 

of Health guidance. 
2. Governor Andrew Cuomo announced New York State is launching a new pilot program to 

begin administering the Johnson & Johnson's single-dose vaccine to eligible New Yorkers 

during the overnight hours at the Yankee Stadium, Javits Center and New York State Fair 

Mass Vaccination Sites. Following a discussion with the White House COVID-19 Task Force, 

New York is taking measures to distribute the state's allocation of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine 

as quickly as possible, as states have been informed there will be a lag in the following week's 
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allocation. As part of this effort, thousands of new appointments will be made available at each of 

the three sites in the coming days. Counties, pharmacies, and Federally Qualified Health Centers 

will also be receiving Johnson & Johnson allocations this week. 
3. Eligible individuals can schedule vaccine appointments by contacting: 

• The NYC Vaccine hotline at 877-829-4692 or clicking here 
• The NYS hotline at 888-364-3065 or clicking here 
• SOMOS, a community health provider at 833-766-6769 

• Eligible individuals will have to fill out a screening form and attest to being in an 

eligible category. Anyone who is NOT eligible for vaccination, should not sign up for an 

appointment. Click here to find updated vaccine eligibility lists, vaccine locations near 

you and to schedule a vaccine appointment when eligible. 
• Click here for a COVID-19 vaccine fact sheet. 

4. Veterans enrolled in the VA Care system can call and schedule an appointment to get the 

COVID-19 vaccine. Call 1-877-877-9267. If you are not yet eligible call 877-222-8387 to 

enroll. 

 
5. Review the State guidelines for travelers arriving in New York State. 

• View the Test-and-Trace corps COVID-19 Wait Times Dashboard for estimated wait times for 

NYC Health + Hospitals COVID-19 testing locations. This wait time information is updated by 

site staff every two hours. 
• Use the DOH map to find all State-run testing sites. 
• Click here for a full list of NYC Health + Hospitals walk-in testing sites available at 

no cost to you on the North Shore. 
• Use the Phone-a-Clinician program with Health + Hospitals, by calling (844) NYC-4NYC. 

Call to connect with a medical provider free of charge seven days a week from 9 AM - 9 

PM. 
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• Individuals that are unable to safely isolate at home may be afforded a free temporary hotel 

room. Click here to learn more or call (844) 692-4692. Please click here if you have 

any further questions. 

 

Crucial Resources to Support and Aid Your Everyday Needs 

1. Did you hear about SCORE-Staten Island? SCORE is a nonprofit association dedicated to helping 

both aspiring and established entrepreneurs get off the ground, grow and achieve their goals 

through cost-free education and confidential mentorship. The organization is Chapter 476 of the 

nationwide SCORE, and as a resource partner with the U.S. Small Business Administration, 

SCORE is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the SBA. It has both local 

mentors, who have proved to be successful in their fields, and a network of 10,000 volunteer 

mentors across the country providing web-based seminars and resources. It can provide: 

• Volunteer mentors who share their expertise across many different industries 
• Free, confidential business mentoring in person, via email, phone or by video 
• Free business tools, templates and tips online 
• Inexpensive or free business workshop/webinars(locally) and webinars (online 24/7) 
• For additional information, or to schedule an appointment, SCORE-Staten Island may be 

visited here.  Or you call them at 718-727-1221; email at  info@scoresi.org  and visit 

on Facebook and LinkedIn. 

2. The Department of Education has also launched the 2021 Citywide and Community 

Education Council election application, which is held every two years. The application process 

for candidates runs through February 28, and voting will take place in May. Education 

Councils help shape public education in NYC schools and make a difference for their school 

community! For this year’s election, parents of all students are eligible to vote and parents must 

sign up for an NYC Schools Account to run for a seat or vote in the election. Click here to learn 

more. 
3. Need free tax assistance? Northern Manhattan Improvement Corporation offers a free tax 

preparation program that provides NYC residents with assistance filing their returns and 

maximizing their credits and refunds. Call NAMIC's hotline Monday – Wednesday 11am – 7pm 

and Saturday and Sunday 9am – 5pm. Contact Maria Guzman-Colon at taxhelp@nmic.org or 929-

415-8745 with any questions. 
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4. Staten Island Legal Services wants to help you. For matters of immigration, foreclosure, small 

business advice and more. If you need free legal help during the Covid-19 crisis call them at 718-

233-6480. 

 

     

5. Small Business Resources:  

callto:718-233-6480
callto:718-233-6480


• Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) provides loans to help businesses keep their workforce 

employed during the Coronavirus crisis. The PPP application for all lenders is now open. There 

are limited funds, so applicants are advised to apply early! Click here for more information and 

to find the right application for your business. 
o In preparation for your application, gather your documentation. For a complete list of 

required documents and additional PPP information, click here. 
o List of participating lenders: 

 Lower East Side People's Credit Union- North Shore Branch, for PPP inquiries, 

email lending@lespfcu.org or apply directly online on their website. 
 TruFund, click here for an application or email Mark Brazier (English) 

at MBrazier@trufund.org or Marcos Reyes (Spanish) at mreyes@trufund.org. 
• Free Digital Ordering Program, food businesses who join Ritual ONE through March 31, 2021, 

will have their commission, credit card processing fees, and subscription fee waived. Click here 

to apply. 

  

 

Useful Events and Opportunities 

1. HEALTH For Youths is hosting a Pop-up Fresh Food Pantry. Saturday, March 6, 2021 

10:00 AM - 1:00 PM. Located at 1 Clyde Place, SI, NY, 10310. 

 

2. You are invited to this Ranked Choice Voting for non-profit and civic leaders on March 10 at 

12:00 PM. Starting this year, New York City will be the largest and most diverse jurisdiction to 

utilize Ranked Choice Voting. Voters will be asked to rank their top five choices in primary and 

special elections for local offices. Join the panel of experts as they explain the challenges, 

opportunities, and best practices in the work to ensure voters are prepared to rank their vote. 

Please see the attached flyer for more information and RSVP.  
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3. The National Council of Negro Women, Staten Island Section, presents their 2021 High School 

Achievers Award to students currently attending a high school in New York City or New Jersey 

who has demonstrated outstanding academic achievement and community involvement. For more 

information, email ncnwsi@gmail.com or chaplain.ncnwsi@gmail.com. 

 
4. BJ House of Community and the Office of the DA are hosting three 

Human Trafficking Workshops. On 3/09 you can join them on Zoom or Facebook live from 

5:30 PM - 6:30 PM. Use ID: 836 733 5299 and password: Not4Sale. For more 

information, contact 718-442-0923 or email info@baituljamaat.com 

callto:836%20733%205299
callto:718-442-0923


 

5. The Pride Center presents - St Pat's for everyone a Virtual Parade. Sunday, March 7th. 12:00 

PM on Youtube.com 

 

6. Student volunteers from Wagner College - Are you a non-profit organization looking 

for volunteer support from a dedicated student? Students from Wagner are searching for 

volunteer/internship opportunities as part of their senior capstone class. Please send your job 

posting or volunteer information to Tara Chiari at this email cace@wagner.edu so she can 

help connect with the students to apply. 
7. During these difficult times, the Northfield Bank Foundation is offering a grant opportunity 

for COVID-19 emergency related requests for health and wellness and feeding the hungry 

mailto:cace@wagner.edu


initiatives. The mission of the Northfield Bank Foundation is to promote charitable purposes 

within the communities in which Northfield Bank operates - Staten Island, Brooklyn and Central 

New Jersey. Click here to learn more about the grant process. 
8. Richmond County Savings Foundation - Nonprofit organizations may request funding for 

program or project support, journal ad or event sponsorship. Grant requests are reviewed 

throughout the year for amounts up to $5,000. Please use the quick link to complete a Grant 

request and submit this request on-line. You will be required to submit your IRS 501(c)(3) 

Determination Letter and the first page (signed / dated) of your current year's CHAR 500 with the 

New York State Attorney General Charities Bureau or The New Jersey Division of Consumer 

Affairs. Staff may contact you if they require additional information. See here for more 

information. 

Sincerely, 

 
Charles D. Fall 

Member of Assembly 

ALBANY OFFICE: Room 534, Legislative Office Building, Albany, NY 12248. 518-455-4677, FAX 518-455-5946 
DISTRICT OFFICE: 853 Forest Avenue, Staten Island, New York 10310. 718-442-9932, FAX 718-442-9942  
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