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Upcoming Events 

Join me and Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer on Monday, March 29 at 8 PM for an 

information session on Accessing Covid 19 Relief for Houses of Worship. To register in advance, click 

here. Contact my office at 718-442-9932 with any additional questions. 

 

Join me this Friday, March 12th from 12 PM to 2 PM at 180 Burgher Ave. with the Muslim American 

Society and Project Hospitality as we distribute free groceries to the community. 
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District 61 News 

Community Food Giveaways 

My office partnered with Project Hospitality joined together at the Stapleton UAME Church and Masjid Un 

Noor distribute food to community members. If you know of anyone that may be in need, kindly reach out 

to my office. 

 

    

 

Positive Community Contribution 

The Youth Advisory Council (YAC) is a working committee made up of young leaders who are committed 

to criminal justice issues and improving police-community relations. Members advise NYC Civilian 

Complaint Review Board staff about its efforts to engage young New Yorkers, serve as ambassadors to their 

communities about the agency, and join team-building activities. I would like to recognize Siyeed Banks, 

from PS 65 for representing Staten Island in this program. 

 



 

Updates From Albany 

This week my colleagues and I worked to pass a sweeping package of legislation to increase safety and 

improve the quality of life for New Yorkers living in nursing homes. Last week, the Assembly passed 

the first 10 bills of the comprehensive package. The legislation, passed this week addresses issues 

including quality improvements, oversight, transparency and enforcement. 

Quality Improvements: 

• One of the bills included in the Assembly’s legislative package, A.5685-A, would require nursing 

homeowners and operators to prioritize the care of their residents by establishing minimum 

thresholds for the percentage of revenue required to be spent on patient care and nursing services in 

nursing homes. The plan would require that starting in 2022, 70% must be spent on patient care. 
• Bill A.3131-A would also establish requirements for residential health care facilities during a state 

disaster emergency involving a disease outbreak. The measure would require the Department of 

Health (DOH) to issue guidance regarding precautions and procedures to maintain health and 

safety, ensure the DOH is providing the necessary supports and services a facility needs, and would 

establish residential health care facility reporting requirements. 

• The package also includes a measure (A.6052) that would require residential health care facilities to 

provide a more expedited notice to residents, authorized family members and guardians of residents 

of the presence of an infection, and to have in place a plan or procedure for designating a separate 

cohort area in their pandemic emergency plan. 

Enforcement 

• Monetary penalties for public health law violations are intended to deter bad behavior and 

incentivize the correction of violations by health care facilities and providers. The $2,000 floor 

amount for such violations has not been updated since 1990, and the escalated amounts related to 

repeat violations or endangerment have not been updated since 2008. The Assembly passed 

legislation (A.232-C) this week that would increase monetary penalties for public health law 

violations and provide support for the Nursing Home Quality Improvement Demonstration 

Program. 

Oversight and Transparency 

• The Assembly passed legislation (A.5684-A) this week to enhance oversight and transparency, 

including legislation that would reform the certificate of need process by which the state assures 

that nursing home operators are capable and committed to quality care. The bill would ensure that 

nursing home operators and owners who come before the Public Health and Health Planning 

Council for change of ownership or operations are reviewed and approved based upon several 

quality metrics before they are entrusted with the care of additional individuals. The bill also 

enhances transparency around related assets and operations of nursing homes, as well as 

applications for changes of ownership and/or operation of a facility. 
• The package also included legislation (A.1010-A) that would make public all inspections conducted 

on nursing homes and other residential health care facilities during the COVID-19 crisis. 

After the Assembly hearing on COVID-19 held in August, combined with the recent report by N.Y. 

Attorney General Tish James, this week we passed supplemental measures centering on additional quality 
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improvements, enforcement and oversight for more transparency to ensure that nursing home operators 

spend money on patient needs like staffing, quality food, and other critical services. 

 

Critical Updates, New Policies, and Testing Locations to Protect You and Your Community 

1. Blended learning students in grades 9-12 will return to their school buildings beginning March 

22. Like elementary and middle schools, as well as District 75 programs, high schools will follow 

the strong practices that have been established to help keep school communities healthy and safe, 

and to maximize in-person learning time. This includes weekly random testing of students and staff 

for COVID-19, physical distancing, masks, and nightly deep cleaning. 

2. Governor Cuomo announced a new expansion of COVID-19 vaccine eligibility in New 

York. Beginning March 10, all New Yorkers 60 years of age and older will be eligible to receive 

the vaccine, while public facing essential workers from governmental and nonprofit entities 

will be eligible beginning March 17. This expansion also includes public-facing essential building 

services workers. 

3. Governor Cuomo also announced that beginning April 2, arts and entertainment venues can 

reopen at 33 percent capacity, up to 100 people indoors and up to 200 people 

outdoors. If all attendees present proof of negative test prior to entry, capacity can increase up to 

150 people indoors and up to 500 people outdoors. Social distancing and face coverings will be 

required by all attendees, as well as strict adherence to all applicable Department of Health guidance. 

4. Governor Cuomo announced New York State is launching a new pilot program to begin 

administering the Johnson & Johnson's single-dose vaccine to eligible New Yorkers during the 

overnight hours at the Yankee Stadium, Javits Center and New York State Fair Mass 

Vaccination Sites. Following a discussion with the White House COVID-19 Task Force, New York 

is taking measures to distribute the state's allocation of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine as quickly as 

possible, as states have been informed there will be a lag in the following week's allocation. As part 

of this effort, thousands of new appointments will be made available at each of the three sites in the 

coming days. Counties, pharmacies, and Federally Qualified Health Centers will also be receiving 

Johnson & Johnson allocations this week. 
  

5. Starting March 10th seniors 60 and over are eligible for the Covid-19 vaccine. And 

beginning March 17th, public facing government employees, nonprofit workers and essential 

building service workers will also be eligible for the Covid-19 vaccine. 
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6. Eligible individuals can schedule vaccine appointments by contacting: 
•  
o The NYC Vaccine hotline at 877-829-4692 or clicking here 
o The NYS hotline at 888-364-3065 or clicking here 
o SOMOS, a community health provider at 833-766-6769  
o Eligible individuals will have to fill out a screening form and attest to being in an 

eligible category. Anyone who is NOT eligible for vaccination, should not sign up for an 

appointment. Click here to find updated vaccine eligibility lists, vaccine locations near 

you and to schedule a vaccine appointment when eligible. 
o Click here for a COVID-19 vaccine fact sheet. 

7. Veterans enrolled in the VA Care system can call and schedule an appointment to get the 

COVID-19 vaccine. Call 1-877-877-9267. If you are not yet eligible call 877-222-8387 to enroll. 
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callto:1-877-877-9267
callto:877-222-8387


8. Review the State guidelines for travelers arriving in New York State. 

• View the Test-and-Trace corps COVID-19 Wait Times Dashboard for estimated wait times for 

NYC Health + Hospitals COVID-19 testing locations. This wait time information is updated by site 

staff every two hours. 
• Use the DOH map to find all State-run testing sites. 
• Click here for a full list of NYC Health + Hospitals walk-in testing sites available at no 

cost to you on the North Shore. 
• Use the Phone-a-Clinician program with Health + Hospitals, by calling (844) NYC-4NYC. 

Call to connect with a medical provider free of charge seven days a week from 9 AM - 9 PM. 
• Individuals that are unable to safely isolate at home may be afforded a free temporary hotel 

room. Click here to learn more or call (844) 692-4692. Please click here if you have any 

further questions. 

 

Crucial Resources to Support and Aid Your Everyday Needs 

1. Join the Staten Island Chamber of Commerce and Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer 

for a FREE webinar to learn more about the tens of billions of dollars in aid that is incoming to 

New York businesses, as well as looking ahead to the next phase of New York's ongoing economic 

recovery. Friday, March 12 at 3:00 PM: Click here to register.  
2. Did you hear about SCORE-Staten Island? SCORE is a nonprofit association dedicated to helping 

both aspiring and established entrepreneurs get off the ground, grow and achieve their goals through 

cost-free education and confidential mentorship. The organization is Chapter 476 of the nationwide 

SCORE, and as a resource partner with the U.S. Small Business Administration, SCORE is funded 

in part through a cooperative agreement with the SBA. It has both local mentors, who have proved to 

be successful in their fields, and a network of 10,000 volunteer mentors across the country providing 

web-based seminars and resources. It can provide: 

• Volunteer mentors who share their expertise across many different industries 
• Free, confidential business mentoring in person, via email, phone or by video 
• Free business tools, templates and tips online 
• Inexpensive or free business workshop/webinars(locally) and webinars (online 24/7) 
• For additional information, or to schedule an appointment, SCORE-Staten Island may be 

visited here.  Or you call them at 718-727-1221; email at  info@scoresi.org  and visit 

on Facebook and LinkedIn. 

3. Need free tax assistance? Northern Manhattan Improvement Corporation offers a free tax 

preparation program that provides NYC residents with assistance filing their returns and 

maximizing their credits and refunds. Call NAMIC's hotline Monday – Wednesday 11am – 7pm 

and Saturday and Sunday 9am – 5pm. Contact Maria Guzman-Colon at taxhelp@nmic.org or 929-

415-8745 with any questions. 
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4. Staten Island Legal Services wants to help you. For matters of immigration, foreclosure, small 

business advice and more. If you need free legal help during the Covid-19 crisis call them at 718-

233-6480. 

     

5. Small Business Resources:  

• Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) provides loans to help businesses keep their workforce 

employed during the Coronavirus crisis. The PPP application for all lenders is now open. There 

callto:718-233-6480
callto:718-233-6480


are limited funds, so applicants are advised to apply early! Click here for more information and to 

find the right application for your business. 
o In preparation for your application, gather your documentation. For a complete list of 

required documents and additional PPP information, click here. 
o List of participating lenders: 

 Lower East Side People's Credit Union- North Shore Branch, for PPP inquiries, 

email lending@lespfcu.org or apply directly online on their website. 
 TruFund, click here for an application or email Mark Brazier (English) 

at MBrazier@trufund.org or Marcos Reyes (Spanish) at mreyes@trufund.org. 
• Free Digital Ordering Program, food businesses who join Ritual ONE through March 31, 2021, 

will have their commission, credit card processing fees, and subscription fee waived. Click here to 

apply. 

  

 

 

Useful Events and Opportunities 

1. Join the Staten Island Interreligious Leadership for a memorial service marking this city-wide Day of 

Remembrance for those who have died from Covid. Sunday March 14th at 2:00 PM. Gather at 

Silver Lake Park at 2:00 PM by the Reservoir Bridge or view the livestream here. 
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2. SI Inter-religious leadership and the SI Not For Profit Association invite you to join them 

in Addressing Vaccine Hesitancy in Your Congregation. Thursday March 18 at 11:00 AM. To 

RSVP email Reverend Karen Jackson at kjackson@projecthospitality.org. 



 

3. Join the NYC Women's Business Centers and the SBA on March 25 - 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM for 

their 4th Annual Women's Business Conference. This conference caters to women business 

owners and offers a great opportunity to connect with other women businesses, develop professional 

strategies, and get expert advice from today’s leading executives and decision makers. RSVP here. 

 

4. BJ House of Community & Aquila's Voices are joining forces to bring you Autism Awareness 

Chronicles, Different is Beautiful. This 10-week program begins on Wednesday, March 17th at 

7pm and offers virtual parent support group sessions with a host of guest speakers, healthcare 
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professionals and organizations whose specialty is none other than children on the 

spectrum. Register here. 

 

5. New York City Comptroller Scott M. Stringer and A Better Balance invite you to a panel 

discussion in honor of Women’s History Month. Focusing on the “crisis of care”, four expert 

panelists will discuss the balance of work, family, and caregiving in the COVID-era. Taking place 

on Tuesday, March 16 at 6:00 PM, those interested are asked to RSVP by 

visiting CrisisofCare.eventbrite.com or calling (212) 669-4466.  

 

6. 2020WON Women EntreprenueHER ROCK is a 2-day conference, both virtual and in-person for 

female entrepreneurs who want to learn about resources, opportunities, and connections. 

Wednesday, March 24th at 5:30 PM - 8:30 PM (virtual) and Sunday, March 27th, 12:00 PM - 3:00 
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PM (in person). For more information email tdonegan@centralfamilylifecenter.org or call (718)273-

8414. 

 

7. Network for Good is a grant program used to promote fundraising activities and capacity building 

that can lead to revenue sustainability. The award is an unrestricted grant based on need and merit as 

determined by the grant committee at Network for Good, a certified B Corporation. A pool of 

$25,000 is currently available. Average grants range in size from $1,000-$5,000 and are funded as 

often as monthly. Any US 501c3 nonprofit entity (or organization operating via a fiscal sponsor’s 

status as a 501c3) is welcome to apply. 

Deadline: March 15, 2021 

Learn more here! 

8. Citizens Committee for New York City is offering grants of up to $10,000 to grassroot 

organizations responding to the immediate needs of struggling New Yorkers to open food pantries, 

distribute surgical masks, arrange elderly check-ins, or design other projects to meet their 

neighborhoods’ urgent needs amid the COVID-19 crisis. Applications are open and there is a rolling 

deadline. Click here to learn more. 

9. Are you a non-profit organization looking for volunteer support from a dedicated student? Students 

from Wagner are searching for volunteer/internship opportunities as part of their senior capstone 

class. Please send your job posting or volunteer information to Tara Chiari at this 

email cace@wagner.edu so she can help connect with the students to apply. 

10. During these difficult times, the Northfield Bank Foundation is offering a grant opportunity 

for COVID-19 emergency related requests for health and wellness and feeding the hungry 

initiatives. The mission of the Northfield Bank Foundation is to promote charitable purposes within 
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the communities in which Northfield Bank operates - Staten Island, Brooklyn and Central New 

Jersey. Click here to learn more about the grant process. 

11. Richmond County Savings Foundation - Nonprofit organizations may request funding for 

program or project support, journal ad or event sponsorship. Grant requests are reviewed 

throughout the year for amounts up to $5,000. See here for more information. 
 

  

Sincerely, 

 
Charles D. Fall 

Member of Assembly 

  

ALBANY OFFICE: Room 534, Legislative Office Building, Albany, NY 12248. 518-455-4677, FAX 518-455-5946 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 853 Forest Avenue, Staten Island, New York 10310. 718-442-9932, FAX 718-442-9942 

 

http://email.assembly-mail.state.ny.us/ls/click?upn=suhXiWxZFrNiKypZ5d6i-2BSwEhM91ojP0fvpWjXx86-2B0SYhOpqO-2FqvuEZj3DNZhB2gMNUPa2NP-2BhxKn-2FanNara6OCveP0JzWKNaeWF9txgwU-3DaVPG_RXYalkFbumOPQgY4gKQMWQrDI6TXLOyguXkl9y-2B3ssMga6l7cmxeBL4N1Mes-2BP2mjtCjdVcNOsEBdsGs8GUnT3-2FRS-2B4sy8YEHj-2Fm6ap-2Bj2iC1xy-2FVTKAiWq-2FlaxvadKiX7-2Fp2iI-2FfpC-2FgbXqKHhwNK1M3ZMMVYfRSSA5EnejAAsBz-2BayCgh9IwOJEmF6WVZGmXwfNNNCIzUcaVYJSyxOFI3UUDUCUqUG9rFQdBsLK-2F0ZSk70wSXxysOUsCEDLIMn85JWWL-2FHOF6lJPIoaoP7I3lPA427WBaEr2mBRksfEYCmPFXkbJEKvSqL-2BI7NuLF8S-2BMMOh3t3M6ZsgVgNoAxSw-3D-3D
http://email.assembly-mail.state.ny.us/ls/click?upn=e2u5YeW3mp4AVaAzwqYx93Qbs46tfoOqJ7-2FvnZo0qjCB7S237ZUv-2BbVCwWXv3YKClw8E54sK3-2BxkfjNlcwTrn-2BqPI-2BDacrvyVRKY23pfuhfMzDw3e4Bq70M3te3yDNVQVRtgNLTNArikEwDwMHCM8bBVfp4gcdx3vOSkcu32791AAKBliAzwxPP-2B0zdeps0WB62Jf-2BjS5ZUXMn8m27EIjUjYRlCFyge2G8T3YcPO7Kmr9P4-2BejBW53JAKdqlauCSvN9aPHPvGvLuQ5O73iV36eCZsSmxiWLIIvcIocsLbivGlMMivhJRPOWjYBkVZR6ONOnVFSjossZH4UcjIo0xQh6MeSqbMD7k0mCvpFs2t1RntUNpk7I2Jkv5m4TMJnT0AuQ2YyQkaQU3vGG7g77XuOLrbKBBElqp8wfwVYyqWrM-3DUYAI_RXYalkFbumOPQgY4gKQMWQrDI6TXLOyguXkl9y-2B3ssMga6l7cmxeBL4N1Mes-2BP2mjtCjdVcNOsEBdsGs8GUnT3-2FRS-2B4sy8YEHj-2Fm6ap-2Bj2iC1xy-2FVTKAiWq-2FlaxvadKiX7-2Fp2iI-2FfpC-2FgbXqKHhwNK1M3ZMMVYfRSSA5EnejAAsBz-2BayCgh9IwOJEmF6WVZGf4ZG0OJOsO503q74WOSQAWNU5uKMUdIZNZlZXl3uENnBO509Q9Rv45H6kPB3NQT7n8gC1yUNd-2Fa5fUWvO46AL4hgifGEOkrvRi-2FGyK-2Fap1g5P-2B-2BSlcK-2FlO7g2yjAi2aGMTTJfZgYlYOPtjbkVNqfGA-3D-3D
callto:12248.%20518-455-4677
callto:518-455-5946
callto:10310.%20718-442-9932
callto:718-442-9942

