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District 61 News 

RUMC Funding Announcement 

Last week, Assemblyman Mike Cusick and I announced funding for the Cure Violence team working at 

RUMC to help curb gun violence in the North Shore. We stood with Dr. Daniel J. Messina, President, and 

CEO of RUMC, the Cure Violence team, and several other leaders, at the ambulance receiving area at 

RUMC where their team meets far too many victims of senseless shootings. This funding is a 

commitment to confronting this epidemic of gun violence head-on every step of the way and I am proud 

that we were able to secure it. 

 

 

 

 

UAU Student Visit 
It is always a pleasure to revisit my roots and step back to where it all started. PS 44 has always been a 

second family and I was excited to visit some of our students last week at the school. Students from both 



PS 44 and PS 20 were attending the UAU camp and I got to see the wonderful activities our youth was 

participating in. Thank you to UAU for the invitation and for always providing our students with quality 

programs. 

 

 

Summer Mobile Office 

I am excited to announce that our Summer Mobile Office is back in full force. Every Monday, Tuesday, 

and Thursday my team will be out in the neighborhoods of the 61st Assembly District supporting our 

community. If you spot our blue tent, come over and say hello. 

 

 

Updates from Albany 

 



Update on the Governor’s sexual misconduct case. 

On Tuesday, August 10
th
, Governor Andrew Cuomo announced that he would resign from office due to 

further investigations into his sexual misconduct and intimidation charges. The resignation officially goes 

into effect at midnight, August 24
th
 where Lieutenant Governor Kathy Hochul will be sworn into office as 

the 57
th
 and first woman governor of New York State. 

 The Assembly Judiciary Committee held a meeting in executive session to address the NYS Attorney 
General report on the investigation of Governor Cuomo’s sexual misconduct. 

 Although it was established after the Judiciary meeting that the investigation would continue and articles 
of impeachment were imminent soon, it was determined the Assembly's impeachment process would 

be suspended after the Governor announced his resignation. 
 However, the Judiciary Committee will continue to review the evidence and issue a final report on its 

investigation of Governor Cuomo. 
 In doing so, the committee will take all appropriate steps to ensure that this effort does not interfere with 

various ongoing investigations by the United States Attorney concerning nursing home data, the State 
Attorney General concerns with the Governor's memoir and local law enforcement authorities in five 

jurisdictions regarding possible criminal incidents of sexual misconduct. 

 

Critical Updates, New Policies, and Testing Locations to Protect You and Your Community 

1. On September 5, 2021 several federal unemployment benefit programs will expire across the country, 
per federal law. The federal benefit programs that will expire are:  

 Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA) 
 Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Compensation (PEUC) 

 Extended Benefits (EB) 
 $300 Federal Pandemic Unemployment Compensation (FPUC) 
 $100 Mixed Earner Unemployment Compensation (MEUC) 

  

2. The Mayor announced the Key to NYC vaccination mandate for indoor dining, entertainment and 
fitness has begun, August 17. Enforcement will begin, with a multi-agency coalition, on September 13. 

Read the Executive Order here. “New York City has one mission: defeat the delta variant and build a 
recovery for all of us,” said Mayor Bill de Blasio. “The Key to NYC sends a powerful message that 

vaccination will unlock our city’s potential, and we’ll stop at nothing to save lives and keep New Yorkers 
safe.” 

3. As of August 1st, New Yorkers can get $100, free tickets, memberships, or gifts for getting 

vaccinated against COVID-19. These giveaways will be available for a limited time. If you 

get your first vaccine dose at a New York City-run vaccine location, you will be eligible to 

choose one of the incentives listed below, including a $100 prepaid debit card. If an individual 

receives their first dose on July 28 or 29, they should wait until July 30 to click here to redeem 

their $100 pre-paid debit card. Once your first COVID-19 vaccine dose is complete, you will 

receive an email with instructions on how to select your money or incentive. You can also call 
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877-VAX4NYC (877-829-4692) to learn more. Book an appointment at any site listed on the 

NYC COVID-19 Vax4NYC Appointment Scheduler or call 877-VAX4NYC (877-829-4692) to 

find a participating site. 
4. It was announced that patient-facing healthcare workers at state-run hospitals will be required to get 

vaccinated for COVID-19 by Labor Day. There will not be an option to be tested in lieu of vaccination for 
these patient-facing healthcare workers. It was also announced that all New York State employees—

about 130,000 people—will be required to get vaccinated for COVID-19 by Labor Day. State employees 
who do not get vaccinated will be required to be tested for COVID-19 on a weekly basis. New York State is 

working with state unions to implement the requirement quickly and fairly. 

5. The CUNY Comeback Program is a sweeping plan to eliminate up to $125 million in unpaid debt for at 
least 50,000 students who attended CUNY and suffered financial hardships during the COVID-19 

pandemic. The initiative is one of the nation's largest student debt forgiveness plans of its kind. 
Additionally, students who did not accrue unpaid tuition and fee balances during the period but 

experienced financial hardship stemming from the pandemic will receive relief in the form of enhanced 
Student Emergency Grants. The CUNY Comeback Program will be funded through federal 

stimulus assistance allocated to CUNY. 

6. Following the gun violence prevention community meeting for Staten Island, it was announced that 88 
jobs will be available for at-risk youth living in ZIP code 10304. The state will provide funding to create 

44 summer jobs for youth aged 15 to 24 in this zone to keep them employed until the start of school this 
year. The State is also partnering with the Consortium for Worker Education to provide job training and 

placement into long-term jobs for 44 young people who are out of school and live in this zone.   
 

7. Eligible individuals can schedule vaccine appointments by contacting: 

 The NYC Vaccine hotline at 877-829-4692 or clicking here 
 The NYS hotline at 888-364-3065 or clicking here 

 SOMOS, a community health provider at 833-766-6769 
 Eligible individuals will have to fill out a screening form and attest to being in an eligible 

category. Anyone who is NOT eligible for vaccination, should not sign up for an appointment. Click here to 
find updated vaccine eligibility lists, vaccine locations near you, and schedule a vaccine appointment 

when eligible. 
 Click here for a COVID-19 vaccine fact sheet. 

8. Review the State guidelines for travelers arriving in New York State. 

 View the Test-and-Trace Corps COVID-19 Wait Times Dashboard for estimated wait times for 

NYC Health + Hospitals COVID-19 testing locations. This wait time information is updated by 

site staff every two hours. 

 Use the DOH map to find all State-run testing sites. 

 Click here for a full list of NYC Health + Hospitals walk-in testing sites available at 

no cost to you on the North Shore. 

 Use the Phone-a-Clinician program with Health + Hospitals, by calling (844) NYC-4NYC. 

Call to connect with a medical provider free of charge seven days a week from 9 AM - 9 

PM. 

 Individuals that are unable to safely isolate themselves at home may be afforded a free 

temporary hotel room. Click here to learn more or call (844) 692-4692. Please click here 
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if you have any further questions. 

 

Crucial Resources to Support and Aid Your Everyday Needs 

1. The Mayor's office is inviting all Staten Island residents to take part in the City Hall in your Borough, 
City Resource Fair this Tuesday, August 24th, 2021 from 12:00PM - 4:00PM 

 

2. SCORE Staten Island is a nonprofit association dedicated to helping both aspiring and established 
entrepreneurs get off the ground, grow and achieve their goals through cost-free education and a 

confidential mentorship. The organization is Chapter 476 of the nationwide SCORE. As a resource partner 
with the U.S. Small Business Administration, SCORE is funded in part through a cooperative agreement 

with the SBA. It has both local mentors who have proved to be successful in their fields, and a network of 
10,000 volunteer mentors across the country providing web-based seminars and resources. It can 

provide: 

 Volunteer mentors who share their expertise across many different industries 
 Free, confidential business mentoring in person, via email, phone, or video 

 Free business tools, templates, and tips online 
 Inexpensive or free business workshops (locally) and webinars (online 24/7) 

 For additional information, or to schedule an appointment, SCORE-Staten Island may be visited here. Or 
you call them at 718-727-1221; email at info@scoresi.org  and visit on Facebook and LinkedIn. 
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3. If you’re a renter having trouble paying your rent, utilities, or other housing costs – or if you’re a 
landlord trying to stay afloat with tenants in this situation – help may be available. State and local 

programs are distributing billions of dollars in rental assistance to help renters stay housed during the 
pandemic. Visit the CFPB’s Rental Assistance Finder to find out what this means for you and what you 

can do.  The CFPB’s site also includes resources to help renters and landlords understand other 
resources to help navigate various financial hardships related to the pandemic. 

 
4. Staten Island Legal Services wants to help you. If you need free legal help during the COVID-19 crisis, for 

matters of immigration, foreclosure, small business advice, and more, call them at 718-233-6480. 

 

 

5. Project Hospitality provides a wide range of services to our communities. From vaccinations to mental 
health guidance to help applying for rental assistance. See flyers below for more information. 
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6. Small Business Resources: 

 Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) provides loans to help businesses keep their workforce 

employed during the Coronavirus crisis. The PPP application for all lenders is now open. There 



are limited funds, so applicants are advised to apply early! Click here for more information and 

to find the right application for your business.  
o In preparation for your application, gather your documentation. For a complete list of 

required documents and additional PPP information, click here. 

o List of participating lenders: 

 Lower East Side People's Credit Union- North Shore Branch, for PPP inquiries, 

email lending@lespfcu.org or apply directly online on their website. 
 TruFund, click here for an application or email Mark Brazier (English) 
at MBrazier@trufund.org or Marcos Reyes (Spanish) at mreyes@trufund.org. 

 

Useful Events and Opportunities 

1. Planning a music curriculum? Educators in the New York City area are invited to apply for 

Link Up: Carnegie Hall’s interactive curriculum that introduces students in grades 3–5 to 

the orchestra. This year, students explore what makes a great melody in The Orchestra Sings 

curriculum as they dive into works by Beethoven, Stravinsky, Reena Esmail, and more. At the end 

of the year, students sing and play the recorder with a professional orchestra in an inspiring 

culminating concert at Carnegie Hall in May 2022. For more information about Link Up or to 

apply for the 2021-2022 school year, please visit here or email the Link Up team 

at linkup@carnegiehall.org. 

2. Networking Plus Info Session is a virtual discussion offering support for employment 

services, healthcare coverage, and more. If you are interested please see the flyer below:  

 

3. Health and Beauty inside and out Workshop presented by MetroPlusHealth will take place next 
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Saturday, August 28th, 2021. Located at 238 Port Richmond Ave. From 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM and 1:00 
PM - 2:00 PM. 

 

4. The YMCA is looking for counselors. Full-time and part-time positions are available. Learn more by 
clicking here. 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/238+Port+Richmond+Ave?entry=gmail&source=g
http://email.assembly-mail.state.ny.us/ls/click?upn=0qgVNp7NJTM51YDrdDoZjAwhGevprZljO9sWFLhNy7jSxMtxAsoaQzp8vq8K4hng_W4I_30YekWbeXG5VZ6S8om1n2-2FkTq-2F8jLVN2OAhZUAt-2B3FwnOFxUcuKgPaoQ9RXirxb-2FPKU1bBnRaLfwsM5OOpjVDmijMbEffBlgK7OTsiTXfXizCnHzKaf5elFZohfUEVhXrcBXJFIZicseGD6uTdlLwpLFNMO2ilvutUy4wSpy-2BTxglCi0niEpLHhptDL12vde3FXEJscTsddPdFhie-2BHXrFYvWJkRupPkXPszY1bCQ4-2BX9gTzt790hvCIfM2dRrTbYvV-2FJ31b1U5veFRq4b6564YnreH7GyPcgMfrMf77q8g7IwBi8TVBUWljSLek6Uag


 

5. The Central Family Life Center is now accepting applications for their free Career Training Programs. Call 
(718) 273-8414 ext.8 and see the flyer below for more information. 



 

6. JCC at Richmond Terrace and CPR Heartsaver Presents Free CPR Certification Class. Get certified CPR and 
First aid in adults, children and infants with AED. Saturday, August 21st from 3:30 PM - 7:30 PM. See 

flyers below for more details. 



 

7. Are you an artist? Are you interested in community centered art? Artists see the flyer below to apply 
for Artbridge's NYCHA project. 

 

8. The Forest Ave Comeunity Fridge is a group from Mariners Harbor looking to help out our community 
with Food Insecurity. 



 

9. Stapleton Saturdays beginning June 12th - August 28th. 11:00 AM - 5:00 PM, Van Duzer St will be closed 
to traffic for summer activities. 

 

 

10. H.E.A.L.T.H.S for Youths presents their Community Health Fair on Sunday, August 22nd 2021, 9AM - 
1PM at Skyline Community Garden, 1 Clyde Place, SI, NY  

https://www.google.com/maps/search/1+Clyde+Place,+SI,+NY++%0D%0A+%0D%0A+%0D%0A+%09+NYC?entry=gmail&source=g


 

 

 

11.  
12. NYC Parks is looking for volunteers to join Monday morning clean-up projects. See the flyer below for 

more information. 



 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Charles D. Fall 

Member of Assembly 

 

ALBANY OFFICE: Room 534, Legislative Office Building, Albany, NY 12248. 518-455-4677, FAX 

518-455-5946 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 853 Forest Avenue, Staten Island, New York 10310. 718-442-9932, FAX 718-

442-9942 

 

If you would like to unsubscribe and stop receiving emails from this Assemblymember 
click here . 
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