
The district community office is relocating to:

1485 York Avenue (between 78th and 79th Streets)

Details on the grand opening of the new community office will be forthcoming.

Dear Neighbor,

I am beyond saddened by the passing of Judge Sheila Abdus-Salaam. She
 was a pioneer as the first African-American woman to serve on the New
 York State Court of Appeals. She will be remembered for her dedication
 to equal rights, her impeccable moral compass, and her remarkable
 intelligence. On behalf of the 76th Assembly District, I offer my sincerest
 condolences to Judge Abdus-Salaam's family and friends.

Last weekend, after long negotiations in Albany, we passed a budget that
 will bring positive impacts to the Upper East Side, Yorkville, and
 Roosevelt Island. Below you will find an overview of what this means to
 our district.

The new community office is coming along well. My office is working
 hard to open the district office to the community as soon as possible. We
 are excited welcome you to your new community office.

As we celebrate Passover and Easter, let me personally wish you
 and your family the best of health and happiness!

Best wishes,
 

  

 

 

212-288-4607

      seawrightr@nyassembly.gov

 

As Featured In...

https://www.facebook.com/RebeccaASeawright/
https://twitter.com/SeawrightForNY
http://assembly.state.ny.us/mem/Rebecca-A-Seawright/enews


IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD
 

Local Electeds and the MTS Community Advisory Group
 Bring New Street Safety Enhancements to the UES

Assembly Member Seawright is committed to protecting our neighbors against the potential impacts of the Waste
 Transfer Station by improving pedestrian safety.  As a result of our ongoing efforts and collaboration with the
 Waste Transfer Station Community Advisory Group, specifically in a follow-up to the February meeting, New
 York City Department of Transportation (DOT) is adjusting the signal timing on York Avenue. This work includes
 Leading Pedestrian Interval Signals (LPIS) at 19 intersections.  Leading Pedestrian Interval Signs show a walk



 sign for pedestrians before showing a green lighting, allowing them an opportunity to enter and establish
 themselves within a crosswalk before cars begin to turn.  This is a positive measure to protect our community’s
 residents, especially our youngest students and elderly seniors, who need additional time to cross the street
 safely.  The following intersections will benefit from the Leading Pedestrian Interval Signs:

York Avenue @ East 65 Street York Avenue @ East 78 Street York Avenue @ East 86 Street
York Avenue @ East 68 Street York Avenue @ East 80 Street York Avenue @ East 87 Street
York Avenue @ East 70 Street York Avenue @ East 81 Street York Avenue @ East 88 Street
York Avenue @ East 71 Street York Avenue @ East 82 Street York Avenue @ East 89 Street
York Avenue @ East 74 Street York Avenue @ East 83 Street York Avenue @ East 90 Street
York Avenue @ East 75 Street York Avenue @ East 84 Street  
York Avenue @ East 76 Street York Avenue @ East 85 Street  

 

Seawright's Third Annual Summer Reading Challenge in
 Partnership with Local Public Libraries

As summer nears, so does the fun. It’s not only a time for children to play outside until the sun goes down, but also an opportunity for their
 imaginations to run wild as they dive into a new, exciting book. That’s why, in partnership with New York State libraries, Assembly Member
 Seawright is inviting children to participate in the Assembly’s annual Summer Reading Challenge. This year’s theme is “Build a Better
 World,” encouraging readers to think about ways they can improve and transform their own communities. Young readers are rewarded with
 the Assembly Excellence in Reading certificate to recognize their efforts and dedication.

“From fiction to biography, fairy tales to superhero adventures, books offer kids a chance to meet unforgettable characters, explore new times
 and places and learn important lessons,” said Seawright. “So when school ends and summer begins, let’s make sure our kids keep reading and
 stay on the path to a brighter future.”

By partnering with our local library, the Assembly’s Summer Reading Challenge ensures that any child can find a book to enjoy. While they’re
 there, they can also take advantage of the wide variety of enrichment programs that libraries offer.

The challenge asks children to read a book for a minimum of 15 minutes a day for at least 40 days during July and August. Children can read
 alone or with a partner or caregiver and mark off days on the calendar provided. Once they’ve completed 40 days or more, they submit the
 calendar to Assembly Member Seawright and then receive a certificate in the mail.

“Encouraging reading is so important to our kids, and summer is a time when they can really follow their own interests,” said Seawright. “The
 memories made getting lost in a good book will stay with them forever.”

Contact the District Office at 212-288-4607 to receive the Summer Reading Challenge materials.

 

IN ALBANY
 

New Tenant Harassment Regulation
New Legislation Would Broaden And Strengthen Existing Tenant Harassment Laws, Make It Easier To Criminally

 Prosecute Landlords Who Force Rent-Regulated Tenants To Vacate

Attorney General Eric T. Schneiderman unveiled new legislation on April 12, 2017 aimed at holding the city’s
 most unscrupulous landlords criminally accountable for tenant harassment. Current state law demands
 prosecutors reach an inexplicably high bar in order to criminally charge landlords with harassment of rent-
regulated tenants—which is why in the past twenty years, not a single landlord has ever been convicted of the
 crime of Harassment of a Rent Regulated Tenant. The AG’s legislation would change that, by setting a more
 reasonable standard that removes the need to prove physical injury to a tenant, and opens the door to
 prosecutions arising out of more commonplace and insidious tactics, such as turning off heat and hot water,
 exposing young children to lead dust, and making rent-stabilized buildings deliberately uninhabitable for current
 tenants and their families.

The legislation introduced is just the most recent action taken by the AG to stem a rising tide of tenant
 harassment complaints across New York City. The AG's other work includes:

Launching a new team to enhance and streamline the office’s resources to combat tenant harassment,
 deceptive lending practices, deed theft, bank fraud, and other housing issues facing constituents.
Charging landlords and management companies for alleged illegal practices to harass or endanger rent-
regulated tenants.

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcwNDEyLjcyMjM1OTYxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MDQxMi43MjIzNTk2MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2OTE3MTkxJmVtYWlsaWQ9bWljaGFlbC5tZWFkZUBhZy5ueS5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPW1pY2hhZWwubWVhZGVAYWcubnkuZ292JnRhcmdldGlkPSZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&100&&&https://ag.ny.gov/press-release/ag-schneiderman-announces-new-strengthened-team-spearhead-offices-tenant-harassment
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcwNDEyLjcyMjM1OTYxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MDQxMi43MjIzNTk2MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2OTE3MTkxJmVtYWlsaWQ9bWljaGFlbC5tZWFkZUBhZy5ueS5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPW1pY2hhZWwubWVhZGVAYWcubnkuZ292JnRhcmdldGlkPSZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&101&&&https://ag.ny.gov/press-release/ag-schneiderman-files-lawsuit-against-property-management-company-and-landlords
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcwNDEyLjcyMjM1OTYxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MDQxMi43MjIzNTk2MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2OTE3MTkxJmVtYWlsaWQ9bWljaGFlbC5tZWFkZUBhZy5ueS5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPW1pY2hhZWwubWVhZGVAYWcubnkuZ292JnRhcmdldGlkPSZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&102&&&https://ag.ny.gov/press-release/ag-schneiderman-announces-20-felony-charges-and-civil-suit-against-major-new-york-city
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcwNDEyLjcyMjM1OTYxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MDQxMi43MjIzNTk2MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2OTE3MTkxJmVtYWlsaWQ9bWljaGFlbC5tZWFkZUBhZy5ueS5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPW1pY2hhZWwubWVhZGVAYWcubnkuZ292JnRhcmdldGlkPSZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&103&&&https://ag.ny.gov/press-release/new-york-officials-announce-first-arrest-nyc-landlord-resulting-tenant-harassment
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcwNDEyLjcyMjM1OTYxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MDQxMi43MjIzNTk2MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2OTE3MTkxJmVtYWlsaWQ9bWljaGFlbC5tZWFkZUBhZy5ueS5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPW1pY2hhZWwubWVhZGVAYWcubnkuZ292JnRhcmdldGlkPSZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&103&&&https://ag.ny.gov/press-release/new-york-officials-announce-first-arrest-nyc-landlord-resulting-tenant-harassment


Filing felony charges against landlords who allegedly commit mortgage fraud or fraudulently refinance
 loans.
Formed the Tenant Harassment Prevention Task Force with city and state officials.

"My office is constantly receiving complaints from residents about landlords who use unethical and
 inhumane tactics such not providing heat and hot water to force eviction," Assembly Member
 Seawright said. "I will always stand up for the victims of ruthless landlords. We must preserve
 affordable housing in our community and give tenants the rights they are entitled to."

 

What Does the Budget Mean for our Community?
"I am proud to represent the 76th Assembly district -- Upper East Side, Yorkville and Roosevelt Island.  The budget
 that we fought hard to negotiate strengthens the resources allocated to our district and provides essential support
 for our community," Seawright said.

Supporting our Local Hospitals

We are very fortunate to have eight world-class medical institutions in the community: Coler Memorial, Lenox Hill, Memorial Sloan
 Kettering, Mount Sinai, New York-Presbyterian, Hospital for Special Surgery and Weill Cornell.

The final budget provides $150 million for a life sciences laboratory public health initiative to help construct new laboratory
 facilities or update existing ones to support life science research and innovation.  It earmarks $20 million for bio science and
 neuroscience programs.  By investing in our hospitals, we are creating jobs and investing in economic development.   This is
 exactly the type of action we needed to make to show that New York is open for business. 

In addition, the assembly also restored $10 million to emergency rooms, $10 million to safety-net hospitals, which care for low-
income and uninsured patients, and $20 million for mental health facilities. 

Public health was a big priority this year. We allocated:

$1 million for HIV/AIDS community service programs;
$750,000 for Family Planning Services;
$500,00 for new Alternatives for Children;
$500,000 for the Hunger Prevention and Nutrition Assistance Program;
$500,000 for the Diversity in Medicine Program.
$300,000 for LGBT Health and Human Services Network.

Helping the Homeless and Preserving Affordable Housing

The 2017-2018 state budget releases the long-awaited and hard-fought $2.5 billion to combat homelessness and to create and
 preserve programs for affordable housing.    A secure, affordable place to live is vital to every family’s health and stability.   

Senior Housing

The budget provides $125 million for senior housing.  Additionally, it increases funds for Naturally Occurring Retirement
 Communities for a total of $2 million.  This helps to keep seniors in homes and neighborhoods where they have built friendships
 and support networks

Robbins Plaza

We allocated $200 million for New York City Housing Authority capital repairs, including for those at Robbins Plaza in our
 community.

Investing in our Schools and Children

Education aid increased by $1 billion (4.1%) for a total of $25.7 billion, as well as foundation aid by $700 million for a total of $17.2
 billion.  This reaffirms our state's commitment to putting every student on the path to success.  The budget provides $817 million
 for pre-k programs, $5 million to expand half day and full day pre k for 3 and 4 year olds in high needs districts and $35 million for
 after school programs. 

Mass Transit

Our infrastructure is at the heart of our community.  Many of us rely on mass transportation and our ridership is growing.   To that
 end, we fought to secure $65 million for the Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) Capital Plan to help accommodate more
 passengers and improve efficiency. 

Funding our Public Libraries

Public Libraries, such as our Webster, 67th Street, 79th Street, and Roosevelt Island libraries are essential neighborhood assets,
 offering everything from books and educational materials, to technology and job search tools, to community programming.
 Seawright is proud to report that this year's budget provides $95 million to fund public libraries and ensure they can continue to
 provide resources that we accomplished to increase.  In addition, we secured $24 million for public library capital funding
 projects.

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcwNDEyLjcyMjM1OTYxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MDQxMi43MjIzNTk2MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2OTE3MTkxJmVtYWlsaWQ9bWljaGFlbC5tZWFkZUBhZy5ueS5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPW1pY2hhZWwubWVhZGVAYWcubnkuZ292JnRhcmdldGlkPSZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&104&&&https://ag.ny.gov/press-release/ag-schneiderman-announces-indictment-nyc-landlord-dean-galasso-mortgage-fraud
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcwNDEyLjcyMjM1OTYxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MDQxMi43MjIzNTk2MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2OTE3MTkxJmVtYWlsaWQ9bWljaGFlbC5tZWFkZUBhZy5ueS5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPW1pY2hhZWwubWVhZGVAYWcubnkuZ292JnRhcmdldGlkPSZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&105&&&https://ag.ny.gov/press-release/ag-schneiderman-announces-20-felony-charges-and-civil-suit-against-major-new-york-city
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcwNDEyLjcyMjM1OTYxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MDQxMi43MjIzNTk2MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2OTE3MTkxJmVtYWlsaWQ9bWljaGFlbC5tZWFkZUBhZy5ueS5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPW1pY2hhZWwubWVhZGVAYWcubnkuZ292JnRhcmdldGlkPSZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&105&&&https://ag.ny.gov/press-release/ag-schneiderman-announces-20-felony-charges-and-civil-suit-against-major-new-york-city
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcwNDEyLjcyMjM1OTYxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MDQxMi43MjIzNTk2MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2OTE3MTkxJmVtYWlsaWQ9bWljaGFlbC5tZWFkZUBhZy5ueS5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPW1pY2hhZWwubWVhZGVAYWcubnkuZ292JnRhcmdldGlkPSZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&106&&&https://ag.ny.gov/press-release/governor-cuomo-ag-schneiderman-mayor-bill-de-blasio-join-forces-combat-landlord


Protecting the Environment

The final budget’s $300 million investment in the Environmental Protection Fund reflects my continued commitment to protecting
 our environment.  The budget provides $23 million for clean energy tax credits to encourage progress toward our energy goals. 
 It also extends the Alternative Fuels and Electric Vehicles credit to encourage the use of more environmentally friendly cars.

Seawright Introduces Bill Regarding

Marine Transfer Station Pollution Impact
On April 12, 2017, Assembly Member Rebecca Seawright introduced Assembly bill 7214 which requires the New York State
 Department of Health to conduct a study of the incidence of asthma in the Borough of Manhattan.

The Department of Health would develop a remedial plan addressing high risk neighborhoods by examining disparities in
 income, race and ethnicity, public and private housing, proximity to major sources of air pollution, and an evaluation of the
 effectiveness of existing medical facilities.  The remedial plan would be submitted to the Governor and Legislature.

Asthma is a chronic disease of the lungs. The Center for Disease Control (CDC) has estimated that more than more than 1.1
 million adults have asthma in New York State.  Asthma occurs at any age but is more common in children than adults.
 According to the New York State Department of Health, nearly one in 13 school-age children in the nation have asthma. The
 rate of prevalence is higher in preschool-aged children and those living in urban inner cities.

Research has shown that air pollution can worsen asthma symptoms. This is of particular concern as Manhattan has a higher
 than average incidence of air pollution.

In 2015, the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene issued community health profiles covering all of New York City.
 The profiles analyzed and reported on several factors including but not limited to, socio-economic standing, health care, and
 neighborhood conditions like air quality.

The report stated, "Although New York City air quality is improving, air pollution, such as fine particles (PM2.5), can cause
 health problems, particularly among the very young, seniors, and those with preexisting health conditions."  The analysis
 provided specific measurements of air quality in Manhattan.

The City Department of Health found that, "In the Upper West Side, levels of PM2.5, the most harmful air pollutant, are 10.3
 micrograms per cubic meter, compared with 10.7 in Manhattan and 8.6 citywide." It is essential that the State Department of
 Health conduct a study and issue a remedial plan.  This bill is being sponsored in the Senate by Senator Marisol Alcantara.

"The  91st Street Waste Transfer Station in our residential community poses concerns over the impacts on public 
health and quality of life," Assembly Member Seawright said. "Air quality continues to be one of the most important 
and pressing issues.  According to the New York City Department of Health, the community surrounding
the 91st Street Marine Transfer Station has  disproportionately higher rates of asthma. It is absolutely unacceptable 
that there is no plan to date to remediate the ill effects of such a facility.  I have introduced Assembly bill 7214 which 
requires the New York State Department of Health to conduct a study of the incidence of asthma in the Borough of 
Manhattan. We must continue to fight to preserve the quality of life, safety of our streets and health in our 
neighborhood."

ROOSEVELT ISLAND



Sixth Annual Cherry Blossom Festival
Saturday, April 29th

Four Freedoms Park

12:00 pm-5:00 pm



 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES
New York State has setup a new job portal entitled Jobs Express, where thousands of private and public sector jobs are listed.

 Visit jobs.ny.gov for more information on how to apply for these opportunities.

 

https://act.myngp.com/el/-3503624017476057344/-860033138111281408


COMMUNITY INITIATIVES & EVENTS

 

Community Board 8 April 2017
Please stay informed of Community Board 8 meetings and actions.  They are "Your Voice in City Government."



Calendar: https://www.cb8m.com/calendar/2017-04/
Agenda:   https://www.cb8m.com/2017/03/april-2017/

Bulletin:  https://www.cb8m.com/whats-new/news-bulletin/

Free Oral Cancer Screening April 20th

New York-Presbyterian/Weill Cornell Medical Center will be offering a free oral cancer screening for men and women 18 years
 and older on Thursday April 20th from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Oral cancer rates are increasing among women, young people,

 and non-smokers, and 25% of oral cancer patients have no known risk factors, including tobacco, excessive alcohol use, and/or
 HPV (human papillomavirus).  The event will take place at 1305 York Avenue (between 69th and 70th Street) on the 5th Floor.
 No appointment is required but if you would like more information, visit nyp.org/oralcancer, email ccr2002@med.cornell.edu , or

 call 646-962-4323.

http://cb8m.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b7070054012f7d95c228714fa&id=fc8eb0ed11&e=b6befd1fd5
http://cb8m.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b7070054012f7d95c228714fa&id=c7f41d326d&e=b6befd1fd5
http://cb8m.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b7070054012f7d95c228714fa&id=627cf99393&e=b6befd1fd5
http://nyp.org/oralcancer
mailto:ccr2002@med.cornell.edu


In 2015, the New York State Legislature established the filing deadline of June 15, 2017 for registration
 applications from owners and Article 7-C coverage applications from tenants.  So if you want Loft Law coverage,
 you must file with the Loft Board on or prior to June 15, 2017.

Time is Running Out!
OWNERS SEEKING COVERAGE – File your Registration Application
TENANTS SEEKING COVERAGE – File your Coverage Application

On or Before June 15, 2017

Visit the Loft Board's Website for applications, resources, and other information:

http://www.nyc.gov/html/loft/html/home/home.shtml

Event on How to File Discrimination or Harassment Complaints on April 19:

Borough President Gale Brewer is hosting an event with representatives from the NYC Human Rights Commission who will
 present on the topic of discrimination and harassment. Come learn how to file complaints and appeals. The event will take place

 on Wednesday, April 19, 2017, from 6 – 8 pm at the Borough President’s Northern Manhattan Office, 431 West 125th Street.

2017 Preliminary Rent Guidelines Board Vote

Rent Guidelines Board is meeting for their preliminary vote to decide what, if any, will be the rent increase for rent-stabilized
 apartments in NYC. We will be demanding a RENT ROLLBACK. Last two we won a rent freeze! This year we want to go even
 further. We were able to achieve the rent freeze last year, because you come out to rallies, testified, and made sure tenant's

 voices were heard. 

WHEN: April 25, 2017 at 6pm - 9pm
WHERE: Cooper Union

CONTACT: Andrea  Andrea@metcouncilonhousing.org · 212-979-6238

 Easy Option for Disposal of Potentially Harmful Household Items

 

http://www.nyc.gov/html/loft/html/home/home.shtml
mailto:Andrea@metcouncilonhousing.org


 

Manhattan
Sunday, April 30

120th Street between Broadway & Amsterdam Ave
Cars approach from Seminary Drive down Amsterdam Ave

All events are rain or shine, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m

For those unable to participate in these events, visit www.nyc.gov/safedisposal or contact 311 for other year round options to handle auto
 products, batteries, cell phones, electronics, fluorescent lamps, latex paint, mercury devices, and syringes.

APRIL 2017
Friday, April 21: Stanley Isaacs, 10:00 AM
Monday, April 24: Encore, 10:00 AM
Tuesday, April 25: Goddard-Riverside, 10:00 AM
Friday, April 28: Carter Burden, 2:00 PM

http://www.nyc.gov/safedisposal


 

CONSTRUCTION UPDATES



To find subway service advisories, as well as travel directions during a diversion and a listing of all bus and
 subway service changes, visit www.mta.info

 

http://www.mta.info/
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