
Dear Neighbor,

On Tuesday, February 26, we will vote for our next New York City Public
 Advocate.  The Public Advocate is elected to serve as an ombudsperson for all
 New Yorkers – a government official who champions the public and ensures
 government is responsive to their needs.  There are 17 candidates on the ballot
 in this non-partisan special election.  Candidates created their own party line
 and the candidate who receives the most votes wins!  Please get out there and
 vote.    Locate your pollsite here and check your registration here.

Take advantage of free tax preparation at a NYC tax site or file online. 

This week our office hosted the New York City Department of Finance (DOF)
 Property Tax Clinic to help homeowners understand their property tax
 payments and assessments.  On Friday, March 15, we will partner with the
 DOF again for a Rent Freeze Clinic, to help qualifying rent regulated tenants
 sign up for the Senior Citizen Rent Increase Exemption (SCRIE) or the
 Disability Rent Increase Exemption (DRIE). 

If our office may be of service, remember that we are just a call, email or visit
 away!

Sincerely,

Check on our
 website for
 other
 community
 event
 postings!

Congratulations to Constituents
Marilyn Mehr Inducted Into The Clara Barton Sisterhood of the Woman's 

Alliance of the Unitarian Church of All Souls 
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Donna Bailey of East End Avenue Turns 101

Ms. Bailey and her neighbors at 30 East End Avenue celebrated her 101st Birthday on
 Thursday, February 21.  Assembly Member Seawright awarded her a citation on the
 occassion of her 101st year, her outstanding citizenship, and career as a nurse, on behalf
 of the State of New York. 

In Our Community
Weill Cornell Medicine's Government Affairs Team Visits Community Office

Director of Government & Community Affairs Dan Pollay and
 Manager of Government & Community Affairs Alessia Daniele
 presented the new “Concerned Person’s Helpline.” The Helpline is
 a free service designed to assist individuals concerned about an
 elder neighbor's, loved one's, etc. potential abuse.

 

 

  

Seawright Hosts Office of the Taxpayer Advocate Property Tax Clinic for 
Homeowners 

Disability Rent Increase Exemption (DRIE)
 Ombudsperson David Crotty

If you believe you can show that the Department of Finance
 is applying the tax laws, regulations or policies unfairly or
 incorrectly, or have injured or will injure your Taxpayer
 Rights, the Office of the Taxpayer Advocate is here for you!

Visit the NYC Department of Finance website

 

Congratulations Dan Huttenlocher, Founding Dean of Roosevelt Island's 
Cornell Tech On His New Appointment 

Congratulations to Dan Huttenlocher, the founding Dean of Cornell Tech on Roosevelt Island on his
 appointment as the first dean of the MIT Stephen A. Schwarzman College of Computing.  He will
 assume his new post this summer, after having served Cornell Tech since 2012.  We wish him every
 conceivable success in his new leadership position.

Sign the Petition to Close Zoning Loophole Allowing for Excessive 
Mechanical Voids in Residential Construction
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 In Albany
Seawright Joins the Launch of New York State Women's Justice Agenda 

Melissa DeRosa, the first
 woman to hold the post of
 secretary to the governor sits
 beside Lt. Gov. Kathy Hochul

Actress Julianne Moore joined
 Lt. Gov. Kathy Hochul on
 Tuesday at Lincoln Center in
 Manhattan for the event
 launching the Women's Justice
 Agenda.

The Women's Justice Agenda
 includes a package of wide-
ranging measures that would
 end the statute of limitations
 for rape, expand access for in-
vitro fertilization and bolster
 health services for at-risk
 pregnancies.

What Makes Up A Budget?

The New York State Budget is $172.5 Billion.  This year, Seawright supports funding for
 these important programs and initiatives in the FY20 Budget:

In order to adequately support working families and prepare our youngest learners,
 significant investments are needed in pre-k programs.  Seawright supports a 3%
 statewide increase in Pre-K funding to school districts in which 50% or more of the
 total student body are eligible for free and reduced lunch. 

https://benkallos.com/voids


As private, not-for-profits, the state's pounds, shelters, humane societies, and Societies for
 the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals do not receive direct state funding, yet they provide
 essential services to their communities.  Seawright supports greater investments in the
 Companion Animal Capital Fund to be included in the budget. 

News You Can Use
(Follow the links)

Public Advocate Election 2019: Meet the Candidates

New York Says It Will Crack Down on City Workers
 Abusing Parking Privileges

Borough Pres Threatens Legal Challenge Against UES
 NYCHA Project

28 Below-Market Apartments Offered On Upper East Side

Upcoming Events
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Construction Updates

A Message from the New York City Department of Sanitation:

On March 25, the Department of Sanitation is scheduled to open the East 91st Street Marine
 Transfer Station (MTS) , the fourth of the City’s four converted Marine Transfer Stations.

The East 91st Street  MTS is one of the long-term waste export facilities built as part of the



 City’s comprehensive Solid Waste Management Plan (SWMP), a fair, five-borough plan to
 sustainably export waste by rail or barge, rather than long-haul truck. In total, the SWMP
 reduces annual truck travel associated with waste export by more than 60 million miles,
 including more than 5 million miles in and around New York City. It will also cut greenhouse
 gas emissions associated with waste transport by more than 34,000 tons annually.

The East 91st Street MTS is a state-of-the-art facility designed to operate sustainably and
 resiliently. The facility has rapid roll-up doors, a negative air pressure system, advanced
 ventilation and odor controls, and extensive floor proofing. Waste will leave the facility in
 sealed containers by barge.
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