
April 5, 2019

Dear Neighbor,

On Monday, April l, I voted to pass the New York State Budget. We are proud of our work
to include several measures to improve voting, prevent gun violence, and make
our students safer on their way to school. First steps have been made toward
improving our subway and bus network while easing congestion with the passage of a
congestion tolling plan and protecting our environment with the passage of a plastic bag
ban.

Post budget, in the coming weeks, we will take up the reformation of our state's
rent laws that have not been given consideration since the last renewal in 2015, to give
tenants more protections as the rent laws are set to expire in June 2019. I strongly
support the renewal and strengthening of the rent laws. We will look at the
increase calculation for rent controlled tenants, to end vacancy decontrol, to end
individual apartment increases, and to eliminate preferential rents and charging for
Major Capital Improvement Increases (MCI) in perpetuity, which leaves tenants
vulnerable to sharp increases leading to displacement.

I am energized by all that we have accomplished and I am ready to press for the passage
of my legislation:

Calling for the Ratification of An Equal Rights Amendment to our State’s
constitution- The time is now for my daughter and all Americans to grow up and live in a
country where fairness is our shared value in the guarantee of full equality under our
U.S. Constitution.

Providing for an optional excuse from jury service for persons age 70 and
over- New Yorkers are able to retire from their careers, they should be able to "retire"
from serving on a jury if they choose.

Reducing E-bikes off of New York City Streets- Legislation to label e-bikes and
warn consumers at the point of purchase that it is unlawful to ride e-bikes in New York
City.

Supporting pharmacists- To extend and expand provisions enacted in 2011 that
permit pharmacists to work with physicians in the provision of collaborative drug
therapy.

Requiring employee notice of contraceptive coverage- To require employers to
provide clear notice to job seekers through internal employment websites and hard copy
applications if they do not provide contraceptive coverage to employees.

Establishing a consumer financial awareness course of study (grades 9-12)-
To better prepare students who will become future consumers by requiring school
districts to provide instruction designed to promote consumer awareness and financial
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education.

Establishing an LGBT awareness curriculum or instruction (all grades)- to
educate students as to the historic treatment of LGBT people.

If our office may be of service, remember that we are just a call, email or visit away! 

Sincerely, 

Rebecca

     

Click to Visit Our WebsiteClick to Visit Our Website

In Albany

2019 Budget Victories2019 Budget Victories

Speaker Heastie dur ingSpeaker Heastie dur ing
budget debates.budget debates.

Chambers at 2:00am onChambers at 2:00am on
Monday, Apr il 1.Monday, Apr il 1.

SUNY students BradleySUNY students Bradley
Hershenson and KatieHershenson and Katie
McDermott lobby forMcDermott lobby for
SUNY funding in theSUNY funding in the

budget.budget.

Voting ImprovementsVoting Improvements :
In this budget we broke down barriers to voting to make it as convenient as possible and
to strengthen our democracy. To that end, Seawright cosponsored and the Assembly
passed legislation:

Establishing early voting, which would take place during a nine-day period before
elections. 

Including $10 million to implement early voting. 

Including $14 million for counties to purchase electronic poll books and on-
demand ballot printers

Ensuring voter registration is automatically transferred to your new county when
you move within New York State.

Requiring polling places to be open on primary day from 6a.m.- 9p.m.

Allowing everyone to vote by absentee ballot.

https://www.facebook.com/RebeccaASeawright/
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Permitting 16- and 17- year olds to pre-register to vote.

Closing the LLC loophole to stop special interests from making nearly unlimited
campaign contributions.

Combining the state and federal primary days.

Preventing Gun Violence:Preventing Gun Violence:
Thoughts and prayers are not enough. We need to keep guns out of the wrong
hands. Seawright cosponsored legislation, commonsense measures to stop senseless
violence and save lives, passed by the Assembly to:

Establish an extreme risk protection order to keep guns away from a person who
is a threat to themselves or others.

Ban bump stocks, which turn firearms into fully automatic machine guns. 

Extend the waiting period to 30 days before a gun can be sold to someone who
has not immediately cleared a background check to ensure a more thorough
investigation.

Require safe storage of firearms in a locked depository or render them incapable
of being fired if there is a child residing or present in the home.

Expanding the School Zone Speed Camera Program:Expanding the School Zone Speed Camera Program:
No parent should worry about their child’s safety on their way to and from school. More
speed cameras will save lives and hold wreckless drivers accountable. 

To keep our kids safe, Seawright expand the school zone speed camera program
to 750 schools zones. 

Legislation to equip school buses with cameras, targeting an estimated 50,000
drivers who illegally pass stopped school buses in New York every day, has
passed Assembly.      

Separated Children AccountabilitySeparated Children Accountability

To address the crisis of forcibly separated children at the border, New York State
Senator Brian A. Benjamin and Assemblymember Harvey Epstein are pushing forward
their legislation to increase accountability of the federal government’s detention of
children being held in facilities in New York state.

“There is nothing as hear tless and inhumane as separating children from“There is nothing as hear tless and inhumane as separating children from
their  families,” said Assembly Member Rebecca Seawright. “Many poortheir  families,” said Assembly Member Rebecca Seawright. “Many poor
families come to our border escaping violence and persecution, turningfamilies come to our border escaping violence and persecution, turning
themselves in to author it ies, only to have their  children separated fromthemselves in to author it ies, only to have their  children separated from
them. Many families are still not reunited with their  children. In response tothem. Many families are still not reunited with their  children. In response to
the cr isis of detaining children at our border, I am proud to be a cosponsorthe cr isis of detaining children at our border, I am proud to be a cosponsor
to The Separated Children Accountability Response Act (SCAR Act) . Ito The Separated Children Accountability Response Act (SCAR Act) . I
commend Assembly Member Epstein and State Senator Benjamin forcommend Assembly Member Epstein and State Senator Benjamin for
introducing legislation to br ing transparency and to account for  everyintroducing legislation to br ing transparency and to account for  every
fostered child in the custody of a New York State contracted facility.”fostered child in the custody of a New York State contracted facility.”

The Commissioner of the Office of Family and Children's Services would be able to
penalize a noncompliant agency by a fine of $500-$10,000 or revoking its license for
failure to provide information as described here. The data collected by the
Commissioner of the Office of Family and Children's Services would be made public in
real-time and to government officials upon request.



Ensuring All Are Counted in 2020 CensusEnsuring All Are Counted in 2020 Census

“ I am proud to add my name to join local elected officials and municipalit ies“I am proud to add my name to join local elected officials and municipalit ies
around the country in challenging the addition of a cit izenship question toaround the country in challenging the addition of a cit izenship question to
the 2020 census. the 2020 census. 
  
On Monday, Apr il 1, we filed an amicus br ief in suppor t of plaintiffs inOn Monday, Apr il 1, we filed an amicus br ief in suppor t of plaintiffs in
Depar tment of Commerce v. New York, currently before the U.S. SupremeDepar tment of Commerce v. New York, currently before the U.S. Supreme
Cour t, which addresses the impor tant issue of whether a cit izenshipCour t, which addresses the impor tant issue of whether a cit izenship
question should be added to the 2020 census. We argue that the addition ofquestion should be added to the 2020 census. We argue that the addition of
a cit izenship question in the 2020 census will signif icantly impair  thea cit izenship question in the 2020 census will signif icantly impair  the
accuracy of the census, which determines the allocation of more than $900accuracy of the census, which determines the allocation of more than $900
billion of federal funding.billion of federal funding.

 The addition of a cit izenship question will result in inaccurate census data The addition of a cit izenship question will result in inaccurate census data
and diver t hundreds of millions of dollars away from vital programs thatand diver t hundreds of millions of dollars away from vital programs that
suppor t public education, nutr it ion, healthcare, victims of cr ime, communitysuppor t public education, nutr it ion, healthcare, victims of cr ime, community
development, rehabilitation centers and unemployment insurance, among sodevelopment, rehabilitation centers and unemployment insurance, among so
many others.  Put simply, the improper allocation of this funding—away frommany others.  Put simply, the improper allocation of this funding—away from
those who need it most—will negatively impact the lives of millions ofthose who need it most—will negatively impact the lives of millions of
Americans. These impacts will be felt by all Americans, in regions all acrossAmericans. These impacts will be felt by all Americans, in regions all across
the country, from urban centers to rural neighborhoods, includingthe country, from urban centers to rural neighborhoods, including
communities like ours.communities like ours.

For this reason, I urge the Supreme Cour t to aff irm the decision of the lowerFor this reason, I urge the Supreme Cour t to aff irm the decision of the lower
cour t rejecting the addition of a cit izenship question to the 2020 census andcour t rejecting the addition of a cit izenship question to the 2020 census and
ensur ing the proper allocation of federal funding to the communities andensur ing the proper allocation of federal funding to the communities and
individuals who need and rely on that funding," individuals who need and rely on that funding," said Assembly Member Rebecca
Seawright.

Seawright Supports Inaugural Recipients of theSeawright Supports Inaugural Recipients of the
NYFirst Medical School GrantsNYFirst Medical School Grants

It was announced this week that the inaugural grant recipients from the New York Fund
for Innovation in Research and Scientific Talent (NYFIRST), a $15 million medical school
capital funding program to encourage recruitment and retention of exceptional life
sciences researchers focused on translational research by supporting the establishment
or upgrading of their laboratories. Translational research builds on basic scientific
research to find new ways to diagnose and treat medical conditions. This year’s
recipients include Columbia University and the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai,
both in New York City, and the University of Rochester in the Finger Lakes. Each
institution has recruited a top life science researcher whose lab will benefit from the



NYFIRST award.
 
“Thank you Governor Cuomo for your leadership to ensure that New York“Thank you Governor Cuomo for your leadership to ensure that New York
State recruits and maintains the best talent for  our medicalState recruits and maintains the best talent for  our medical
schools. Congratulations to Mount Sinai, Columbia University and Theschools. Congratulations to Mount Sinai, Columbia University and The
University of Rochester as the init ial recipients.  I strongly advocated for theUniversity of Rochester as the init ial recipients.  I strongly advocated for the
New York Fund for Innovation and Research and Scientif ic Talent (NYNew York Fund for Innovation and Research and Scientif ic Talent (NY
FIRST) program. This program requires a $50 Million State investment thatFIRST) program. This program requires a $50 Million State investment that
would be pr ivately matched at a 2:1 ratio by New York State’s 16 medicalwould be pr ivately matched at a 2:1 ratio by New York State’s 16 medical
schools. This results in a total public/pr ivate investment of $150 millionschools. This results in a total public/pr ivate investment of $150 million
dollars. The NY First program will not only suppor t existing and futuredollars. The NY First program will not only suppor t existing and future
economic development and health init iatives in New York State but it willeconomic development and health init iatives in New York State but it will
also advance drug discovery, accelerate commercialization and bolster thealso advance drug discovery, accelerate commercialization and bolster the
state’s bioscience economy,” state’s bioscience economy,” said Assembly Member Rebecca A. Seawright.

In Our Community

Pharmacists meet with Assembly Member Seawright in support of her legislation to
extend and expand provisions enacted in 2011 that permit pharmacists to collaborate
with physicians in the provision of collaborative drug therapy.

Constituent Pharmacists including NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital/Weill Cornell Medical
Center- Clinical Pharmacy Manager Karen Berger, NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital- VP
of Pharmacy Patrice Dupart, Touro College of Pharmacy- Assistant Professor of
Pharmacy Practice Andrew Smith, and James J Peters Veteran Affairs Medical Center-
Clinical Pharmacy Specialist Cathy Hwang, were in attendance.

Seawright Attends a Special Performance ofSeawright Attends a Special Performance of
'What the Constitution Means to Me,' Featuring'What the Constitution Means to Me,' Featuring
Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney in a TalkbackCongresswoman Carolyn Maloney in a Talkback

On the Equal Rights AmendmentOn the Equal Rights Amendment



Association for a Better New York Post BudgetAssociation for a Better New York Post Budget
Transportation Talk Featuring Gov. AndrewTransportation Talk Featuring Gov. Andrew

CuomoCuomo

2019 Mission Society Reception2019 Mission Society Reception



Activist Jean Shafiroff Hosts the Mission Society reception which funds education
programs for children.

News You Can Use

Neighbors Question Lenox Hill Plans atNeighbors Question Lenox Hill Plans at
Community Board 8 MeetingCommunity Board 8 Meeting

The Upper East Siders who turned out last Thursday for Community Board 8's
zoning and development committee meeting spent the first part of the evening
listening to presentations from the Manhattan District Attorney's construction task
force and...

Read more
www.ourtownny.com

Announcements
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Need to check the status of your pending Social Security application? All you need to do
is sign up for a my Social Security account! See everything you can do with a my Social
Security account: http://ow.ly/ugez30nS2IR #NationalSocialSecurityMonth

http://ow.ly/ugez30nS2IR


Upcoming Events

Noise, Quietness, and the Healthy City: Workshop Apri l ...Noise, Quietness, and the Healthy City: Workshop Apri l ...

Are you concerned about city noise and the lack of quietness? Join us for a free
all-day workshop at NYU featuring talks, discussions, a soundwalk in the Village



and more. Learn from the experts and find out what you can do to help lower the
volume.

Read more
events.r20.constantcontact.com
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Construction Advisories

Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center &Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center &
CUNY/ Hunter College Construction AdvisoryCUNY/ Hunter College Construction Advisory

East 73rd/74th StreetEast 73rd/74th Street   and FDR Drive siteand FDR Drive site
Necessary construction activity will take place at the site on Saturday,

April 6th, and Sunday, April 7th, 7:00 am– 6:00 pm.
  


