
CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) SPECIAL REPORT: MAY 15, 2020

Dear Neighbor

As the weather warms, please continue to practice social distancing and wear your face
coverings. We cannot take our declining curve for granted. The State Department of
Health has issued an advisory about a serious inflammatory disease, called "Pediatric
Multi-System Inflammatory Syndrome Associated with COVID-19. This is a constantly
changing situation and we need to remain vigilant to save lives.

This week, I participated in a virtual hearing on the impact of COVID-19 on small
businesses. The hearing examined whether the federal response to the crisis has been
sufficient in relation to the disproportionate impact on New York, and whether the
federal assistance provided was adequate and accessible for small businesses across our
state.

We were honored to be joined by an esteemed panel of leaders in Higher Education to
discuss the impacts of COVID19 on current and prospective students at our Virtual Town
Hall Tuesday. Next week, on Tuesday, May 19 at 7pm, we will host a discussion on
Mental Health. You can join by livestreaming on facebook.com/Rebeccaaseawright/live. 

I joined Assembly Member Quart and Council Member Kallos in Carl Schurz Park this
morning to distribute face coverings and hand sanitizer to our neighbors. If you
missed us this morning, you can stop by our community office on York
Avenue, between 78 and 79 Streets to pick up your protective supplies on
Thursday, May 21 from 12:00pm to 2:00pm. Please let us know you will be
stopping by and fill out the RSVP form. 

NYS on PAUSE has been extended to May 28 for New York City and all other
regions that do not meet the seven metrics required to begin reopening
functions. Central New York has met all seven metrics required to begin phase one of
the state's regional phased reopening plan when NYS on PAUSE orders expire on May
15th, joining the North Country, Finger Lakes, Southern Tier, and Mohawk Valley
Regions. Business guidance for phase one of the state’s reopening plan is available here.
A guide to the state's "NY Forward Reopening" Plan is available here. The state's
regional monitoring dashboard is available here.

Today Mayor de Blasio announced the City's COVID-19 Summer Heat Plan to keep
vulnerable New Yorkers cool and safe, create cooling options, and prevent and respond
to power outages. The City will purchase 74,000 air conditioners. Additional sites for
cooling centers will be considered, including sports venues and auditoriums, and
additional hydration stations will be created across the city.

If you are in need of information or assistance, please don't hesitate to contact our office.
We regretfully have suspended in-person appointments and meetings, due to public
health considerations. We are eager to continue assisting constituents by
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telephone and email. Please leave a message on our voicemail with your name,
address and phone number and our staff will return your call:

Phone:  212.288.4607
Email:  SeawrightR@NYAssembly.gov

Sincerely,

Rebecca

mailto:SeawrightR@NYAssembly.gov


REGISTER TO THE TOWN HALL HERE!

CLICK HERE TO WATCH ON FACEBOOK LIVE @ 7PM
ON 5/19

In Case You Missed It (ICYMI): This Week's Tuesday Town
Hall on Higher Education

We held our May 12 virtual Townhall Tuesday on higher education. We heard from special
guests SUNY Trustee and Reimagine Committee to reopen NY Austin Ostro, CUNY
Trustee Sandra Wilkin, SUNY Chancellor Kristina Johnson, CUNY Chancellor Felix Matos
Rodriquez, Marymount Manhattan College President Kerry Walk and Higher Education
Services Corporation President Dr. Guillermo Linares.

Distributing Face Coverings in Carl Schurz Park
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Assembly Members Rebecca Seawright and Dan Quart, and Council Member Ben Kallos
greeting morning park visitors with face masks and hand sanitizers.





Announcements



Roosevelt Island Riverwalk Park Affordable Housing
Opportunity





Application: https://www.liveriverwalkpark.com/
Deadline: July 6, 2020

ELECTIONS
The New York primaries, including for president, will be held on June 23rd. New York
State has issued an order allowing us to cast our ballots safely from home. Visit this
website, enter your name, address, and check “temporary illness” to indicate the
coronavirus is the reason you are requesting a mail-in ballot.

ALTERNATE SIDE PARKING
New York City's ASP rules suspension will be lifted temporarily from May 18 to 24, and the
suspension will go back into effect on May 25. Visit https://portal.311.nyc.gov/article/?
kanumber=KA-01011 to learn more.

FACE COVERINGS
For those concerned about leaving their homes to obtain a mask (e.g. older,
immunocompromised and/or disabled New Yorkers) you can request to have masks
shipped to you using this form from the Mayor’s Office for People with Disabilities.

ROOSEVELT ISLAND FARMERS MARKET
The Farmers Market will resume this Saturday in Good Shepherd Plaza from 6:00 AM –
3:00 PM. Please click here for more information. rioc.ny.gov/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=284.
Please note there will be NO Food Scrap Drop Off collection. If you wish for the Compost
Program to return follow @SaveNYCCompost on twitter for more information.

NYC COMPOST PROGRAM
Join your neighbors in urging the Mayor to bring back essential composting!
https://www.change.org/p/mayor-bill-de-blasio-nyc-needs-to-compost

NYC DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AND WORKER PROTECTION UPDATES   
NYC Free Tax Prep:  The tax filing deadline is July 15 th. While all NYC free tax prep
providers have suspended in-person services, we are now providing virtual and assisted
self-prep free tax prep services.

New Yorkers who earned $64,000 or less in 2019 are eligible for Virtual Free Tax
Preparation with a Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA)/Tax Counseling for the
Elderly (TCE) certified preparer.
New Yorkers who earned $69,000 or less in 2019 are eligible for free Assisted Self-
Preparation. Filers will need access to a computer, tablet, or smartphone; a stable
internet connection.

 Please visit  www.nyc.gov/taxprep for latest updates and the list of providers.
 
NYC Financial Empowerment Centers: For the health and safety of our providers and
clients, all Financial Counseling sessions will be conducted over the phone. Our
counselors can help New Yorkers manage their bills amidst the coronavirus crisis,
understand student loans, and more. Book an appointment at www.nyc.gov/talkmoney
 
Have a Student Loan?: Important information about payments and resources can be found
at nyc.gov/studentloans
 
Expecting an Economic Impact Payment from the IRS?: Check out everything you need to
know here: https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/dca/downloads/pdf/consumers/What-You-Need-
to-Know-about-Economic-Impact-Payments-English.pdf

FOOD RESOURCES
 P-EBT: USDA has approved Pandemic-EBT (P-EBT) for New York,  which will provide
nutritional resources to families who have lost access to free or reduced-price school
meals due to school closures.
 
NYC DOE Grab & Go Sites: We are now distributing around 500,000 meals daily at over
500 DOE Grab & Go sites across the city.
 
Kosher & Halal Meal Updates: Since 4/21, DOE OFNS has expanded to 16 Kosher Grab &
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Go sites, including one that opened on Wednesday in Forest Hills, and an additional two
sites in Riverdale and Williamsburg will be open on Monday, for a total of 18 sites. The
GetFoodNYC program has delivered around 300,000 kosher meals across all 5 boroughs
to date, plus another 200,000 via the new DOE Grab & Go sites. To meet the needs of
halal-observant NYers over the month of Ramadan, we partnered with CBOs to serve
150,000 halal meals, and surged hundreds of thousands of meals at key DOE Grab & Go
locations.
 
Emergency Food Delivery Authorized Enroller Program (AEP): So far, 421 senior center
staff members, representing 224 senior centers across the City have been trained. Key
CBOs will begin training in the coming weeks For technical assistance related to the
Authorized Enroller Program (AEP), entities can contact: seniorfood@dsny.nyc.gov
 
Food Supply Chain : A new analysis shows that meat supply constraints may persist for
another 3-4 weeks before stabilizing. You might notice limited beef and pork availability
and increased prices through Memorial Day

Emergency Food Delivery Program Feedback: Anyone can change or cancel delivery, or
submit a comment or complaint about EFD by calling 311 and saying “GetFood” or
submitting feedback online at: on.nyc.gov/seniorfoodresources.
 
Opportunities for CBOs and Businesses:
 
For-Profit Entities : Companies can be considered for a vendor contract with the
GetFoodNYC program by responding to the
solicitation: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/m32atjknrckd2ew/AABDWtoM9yogMnPLKCi0MJ
T4a?dl=0
 
Non-Profit Entities (RFI): Our food delivery program is seeking nonprofits to increase
capacity including provider staff to manage distribution sites and commercial kitchen
capacity to prepare and package meals. Please encourage nonprofits to
visit NYC.gov/nonprofits for more information.
 
NYC Civic Impact Funding NYC Service is providing one-time funding of up to $10,000 to
support nonprofits engaging volunteers to deliver essential services, particularly meals and
food, to residents throughout the COVID-19 crisis. Visit NYC Service online to view all
eligibility and funding details: https://www.nycservice.org/pages/pages/218 Applications
are due May 11th at 5pm.

EVICTION MORATORIUM EXTENDED
The state’s moratorium on COVID-related residential or commercial evictions will be
extended for an additional 60 days until August 20th.

RENT RELIEF EXTENDED
The state is banning late payments or fees for missed rent payments during the eviction
moratorium, and allowing renters facing financial hardship due to COVID-19 to use their
security deposit as payment and repay their security deposit over time.

GET COUNTED IN THE US CENSUS
The goal of the 2020 Census is a complete and accurate count of everyone living in the
United States and its five territories. You should count yourself at the place where you are
living and sleeping most of the time as of April 1, 2020 (Census Day).

mailto:seniorfood@dsny.nyc.gov
http://on.nyc.gov/seniorfoodresources
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/m32atjknrckd2ew/AABDWtoM9yogMnPLKCi0MJT4a?dl=0
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/nonprofits/index.page
https://www.nycservice.org/pages/pages/218
https://my2020census.gov/


Upcoming Events

Youth, Education, and Libraries Committee

Tuesday, May 26, 2020 - 6:30 PM
This meeting will be conducted via Zoom

For access to the Zoom meeting, sign in by clicking this link.
< https://forms.gle/eFdMcJH7mhgnsJp9A >

Agenda:
Focus: Navigating the College Application Process in the Era of COVID
In this meeting, we invite senior high school students and their parents to learn the

https://forms.gle/eFdMcJH7mhgnsJp9A
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challenges of navigating the College Application Process in the Era of COVID, including
up to date information on college admission,policies and practices. The session will feature
presentations from two great and experienced advisors, Kristina Semos and Abby Siegel.
For more information, visit cb8m.com.

SIGN UP FOR THE LEGAL CLINIC HERE

https://forms.gle/M57tTu2DmHFMKqJy8


Important Numbers and Links

Price Gouging hotline: 800-697-1220

24-Hour Coronavirus hotline: 1-888-364-3065

NYS DOH website regarding
Coronavirus: https://www.health.ny.gov/diseases/communicable/coronavirus/ 

NYS COVID-19 Email Alert Sign Up- https://now.ny.gov/page/s/coronavirus-
updates

To file a complaint with the NYS Department of Human Rights-
https://dhr.ny.gov/complaint#file

NYS Mental Health Hotline: 1-844-863-9314 (to schedule a free appointment)

ICYMI: In Case You Missed It

Previous Editions of Our COVID-19 Special Report

MARCH 19, 2020 SPECIAL REPORT 

MARCH 25, 2020 SPECIAL REPORT

MARCH 27, 2020 SPECIAL REPORT

MARCH 31, 2020 SPECIAL REPORT

APRIL 3, 2020 SPECIAL REPORT

APRIL 7, 2020 SPECIAL REPORT

APRIL 14, 2020 SPECIAL REPORT

April 17, 2020 SPECIAL REPORT

APRIL 21, 2020 SPECIAL REPORT

APRIL 28, 2020 SPECIAL REPORT

MAY 1, 2020 SPECIAL REPORT

MAY 5, 2020 SPECIAL REPORT
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