
 

 

 

Thank you for subscribing to my 
newsletter! My office will be working 

remotely due to COVID19. My staff can be 
reached through our office number at (718) 

409-0109, or at 
district80@nyassembly.gov. We look 

forward to helping you!  
Assemblywoman Nathalia Fernandez 

 

UPDATES ON CORONAVIRUS IN NEW YORK 

As New York continues to re-open, I urge everyone to continue wearing masks and practice 
precaution. The total number of confirmed cases in New York are approximately over 400,00. Let us 
not forget that this pandemic is ongoing and we must be exercise safety measures as a community to 
prevent a second wave. Please visit the Department of Health guidelines  

We are here to help. Our Assembly office is working to provide free hand sanitizer for organizations 
in need and will continue to be a resource for all district residents. Please call 718-409-0109 or 
contact District80@nyassembly.gov. 

TO VIEW OUR PREVIOUS NEWSLETTERS, PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 
https://nyassembly.gov/mem/Nathalia-Fernandez/press/ 

For now, please continue reading for new updates 

Phase Four 
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NYC is approved for Phase Four, but will not allow any additional indoor activity, such 
as malls and cultural institutions. 

COVID-19 Rent Relief Program 

 

Overview & Eligibility (from the DHCR website) 

The COVID Rent Relief Program will provide eligible households with a one-time rental subsidy that 
will be sent directly to the household’s landlord. This assistance will not need to be repaid. The 
Covid Rent Relief Program is NOT first come, first serve. We understand  that many families 
have been affected by this pandemic. A first come, first serve basis would leave a lot out a lot of 
applicants. Applications will be accepted throughout the two-week application period. HCR will 
prioritize eligible households with “greatest economic and social need” accounting for income, rent 
burden, percent of income lost and risk of homelessness. 

The rental assistance payment will cover the difference between the household’s rent burden on 
March 1, 2020 and the increase in rent burden for the months the households is applying for 
assistance. Households can apply for up to four months in rental assistance. 

Eligible households must meet the following criteria: 

• Before March 1, 2020 and at the time of application, household income must have been 
below 80% of the area median income, adjusted for household size. You can find your 
county’s area median income, based on your household size: www.hcr.ny.gov/eligible-
income-limits-80-ami-county 

• Before March 1, 2020 and at the time of application, the household must have been paying 
more than 30% of gross monthly income towards rent.  Gross income includes wages as 
well as any cash grants, child support, social security, unemployment benefits, etc.)  

• Applicants must have lost income during the period of April 1, 2020 to July 31, 2020. 

Please visit the program website to apply online, print out a form 

or to learn more! 

HCR has created a dedicated call center to provide residents with help Monday through Saturday, 8 
a.m. until 7 p.m. Call the COVID Rent Relief Program Call Center at 1-833-499-0318 or email 
at covidrentrelief@hcr.ny.gov 

Applications are being taken until July 30th. 

Services by the NYPL 

NYPL Grab-and-Go Service! 

NYPL reopened for Grab-and-Go service on Monday July 13th at eight branches. This limited 
reopening is the first step in a careful, phased approach to reinstituting full service at the City’s 
physical libraries, which have been temporarily closed since mid-March to help mitigate the spread 
of COVID-19 
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• A small area of each open branch is now accessible for patrons to pick up and return 
materials that they’ve reserved. Patrons can place holds through our online catalog or by 
phone 

• Masks or face coverings must be worn by anyone inside a library location, and patrons must 
leave six feet between themselves and anyone else 

• Click here for information on how Grab-and-Go Service works 

The eight branches that opened this week are as follows: 

• Manhattan  
o Epiphany Library 
o George Bruce Library 
o Stavros Niarchos Foundation Library (SNFL), formerly known as Mid-Manhattan 

Library 
• The Bronx  

o Belmont Library 
o Francis Martin Library 
o Parkchester Library 

• Staten Island  
o Richmondtown Library 
o Todt Hill–Westerleigh Library 

With the exception of SNFL* hours at these eight locations will be as follows 

• 11 AM to 6 PM on Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday 
• 12 Noon to 7 PM on Wednesday 
• 11 AM to 5 PM Friday and Saturday  
• *SNFL’s will have its grab-and-go area on the ground floor open from 10 AM to 6 PM on 

Monday to Friday, and 11 AM to 5 PM on Saturday 

Summer Reading 2020 

In June, the New York Public Library (NYPL)  launched its 2020 Summer Reading program, Quest 
for Adventure. Due to the closure of our locations, the program will primarily be offered virtually, 
allowing participants to track their reading progress online, complete fun at-home activities, attend 
exciting virtual events, and find fantastic book recommendations to stay engaged all summer long. 
Parents, caregivers, educators, and participants can keep up with programming components on our 
Summer Reading webpage or by signing up for NYPL’s Kids Newsletter 

State Waiver Extensions 

In addition to the July recertification waiver we reported in last week’s communication, in response 
to our request for a six-month extension of current State waivers allowing HRA to minimize in 
person interactions with clients, we have been granted a one-month extension, until August 5, 2020, 
on the following waivers: 

• Cash Assistance eligibility and recertification interviews by telephone 
• Drug/alcohol and DV screenings by telephone 
• Extension of DV waivers set to expire between March 7th and August 4th through August 5th 
• No negative actions for failure to submit a SNAP Periodic Report or CA Six-Month Mailer 

Additionally, we have received a 12-month extension on Medicaid cases due to expire in September. 
With this extension, all cases due to expire in the months of March – September are extended for 12 
months. 

  

ALTERNATE SIDE PARKING 

Alternate Side Parking regulations will resume Monday, July 20th 

  

CUNY Emergency Relief Grants 

CUNY has established the Chancellor’s Emergency Relief Grant Program in response to the serious 
financial hardships many CUNY students and their families face as a result of the COVID-19 
emergency. The program will provide one-time $500 grants to qualifying CUNY students regardless 
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of immigration status, including student parents, to help cover their basic living expenses as the 
pandemic and its economic consequences continue to unfold.  

The CARES Act Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund was enacted to provide funds to 
institutions to provide emergency financial aid grants to eligible students whose lives have been 
disrupted by the COVID-19 pandemic. These grants are not calculated as part of a CA or SNAP 
budget, nor considered a resource when determining eligibility or continued eligibility for CA and 
SNAP cases. They are one-time grants to address a specific crisis. 

Additional information on the CUNY Chancellor’s Emergency Relief Grant Program can be found 
here.  

More information about the CARES Act Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund can be found 
here. 

  

Woodlawn Conservancy, Career Opportunity Training 

 

This 10 week program will begin in the fall and we are currently recruiting young people with a high 
school diploma or GED to participate in this Bridge to Craft Career Program. 

  

SYEP Summer Bridge 2020: 

Mayor announced a SYEP Summer Bridge 2020 Program which will provide constructive 
engagement and enrichment activities to 35,000 New York City youth this summer. Beginning in late 
July, the program will engage teens in a series of career exploration and project-based learning 
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activities that will help them build their skills and prepare them for their next steps in the fall. 
Summer Bridge 2020 will offer approximately 60-90 hours of activities over a five-week period. The 
program will prioritize low-income, justice-involved, foster care, runaway and homeless, NYCHA 
residents and young adults from communities hit hardest by the pandemic. 

   

Community Testing Sites Opening Seven Days a Week: 

Additional sites open, or opening soon, offering diagnostic testing 9AM-7PM seven days a week: 

  

Facility Address Opening Date 

Midwood 1223 Coney Island Avenue, Brooklyn Open Now 

Highbridge Pool 2301 Amsterdam Avenue, New York Open Now 
Brooklyn Army Terminal 140 58th street, Brooklyn Open Now 

Former St John Villa HS 57 Cleveland Place, Staten Island Open Now 

PS X017 778 Forest Avenue, Bronx Open Now 
East 111th 141 East 111th Street, New York Open Now 

P.S. 21 Margaret Emery-Elm Park 168 Hooker Place, Staten Island Open Now 
Bay Ridge 5th Ave 8511 & 8515 5th Avenue, Brooklyn Open Now 

51-30 Northern Boulevard 51-30 Northern Boulevard, Woodside Open Now 

St James Rec Center 2530 Jerome Avenue, Bronx Open Now 
South Shore HS 6565 Flatlands Avenue, Brooklyn Open Now 

Tottenville High School 100 Luten Avenue, Staten Island Open Now 

Sorrentino Rec Center 18-48 Cornaga Avenue, Queens Open Now 
Beach 39th 39-20 Rockaway Beach Blvd, Queens Open Now 

Edward Grant 1302 Edward L Grant Hwy, Bronx Open Now 
Bronxwood Preparatory Academy 921 East 228th Street, Bronx Open Now 

Leavitt Field Parking Lot 34-41 137th Street, Flushing Open Now 

1716 Bleecker 1716 Bleecker Street, Queens Open Now 

Help for Animal Owners 

Animal owners can receive help through ASPCA. Please call 877-204-8821 if you need help. 

 



Companies are still hiring! 

• Freshdirect in the Bronx is hiring for a few positions in the Bronx. Check them out HERE! 
• NYCHA is currently hiring temporary workers to assist with maintenance at our properties 

throughout the city. The job will last as needed throughout the spring season at a rate of 
$15/hour. For more info and to apply, contact your local NYCHA Property Management 
Office. 

• 1199 SEIU is hiring for Healthcare jobs. Please visit HERE! 
• Job Opportunities at H+H: NYC Health and Hospitals is hiring workers to help transport 

patients, clerical staff and cleaning staff. You can apply HERE. 
• TLC Driver Jobs: NYC Food Delivery Driver Portal 
• Jobs through SBS: Virtual Workforce One Center (or call 718-960-2458) 

Unemployment Update 

• If your benefit year expired after July 1, 2019, you will need to file a new claim to receive 13 
additional weeks of benefits. You will receive a letter in the mail from the NYS DOL with 
more details. 

• If your benefit year has not expired, but you exhausted your 26 weeks of benefits, you will 
receive a letter from NYS DOL advising you to begin certifying to receive the additional 13 
weeks of benefits. 

• If your benefit year has not expired, but you stopped claiming benefits before your 26 weeks 
were up (for example, if you went back to work), simply begin certifying for benefits again to 
start receiving UI benefits.  
https://labor.ny.gov/unemploymentassistance.shtm  

• The Department of Labor will no longer require claimants to call in to confirm their 
unemployment benefits. Now, the Department will instead call claimants back within 72 
hours. 

 

 

Seniors  

If you are in need of help getting food, contact meals on wheels at https://www.citymeals.org/get-
meals 

Senior Grab and Go Service will be available at the following centers: 

•     RAIN Boston Road, 2424 Boston Rd, Bronx, NY 10467, (718) 547-8827 
•     St. Lucy's Church, 833 Mace Avenue, Bronx, NY 10467, (347) 249-2791 
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•     Sue Ginsberg Senior Center, 975 Waring Ave, Bronx, NY 10467, (718) 881-1758 
•     Parkside Senior Center, 644 Adee Ave, Bronx, NY 10467, (718) 881-7780 
•     Mosholu Montefiore Neighborhood Senior Center, 3450 Dekalb Ave, Bronx, NY 10467, 

(718) 798-6601 

If you know a senior that is in need of help, please let us know by contacting. You can also contact the 
New York City Department for the Aging directly at 212-244-6469. 

Department of the Ageing (DFTA) 

• DFTA's congregate meals clients will receive direct delivery, which includes a five-meal 
package delivered to each older adult every week. DFTA has contracted with several vendors 
to deliver to these senior center participants directly. Because of this, Grab-and-Go meals will 
no longer be offered starting tomorrow. 

• The most direct path to access direct delivery meals is by connecting directly with their local 
senior center. They can also call 311 or DFTA's Aging Connect at 212-AGING-NYC (212-244-
6469). 

• Senior centers that have existing frozen or shelf-stable food in stock will continue to deliver 
directly to the homes of their members. Senior centers will cease this service upon depletion 
of current stock and participate in the centralized meal delivery service. 

• Homebound older adults already receiving home-delivered meals through DFTA’s case 
management agencies will continue as usual. Those interested in signing up can call DFTA's 
Aging Connect at 212-AGING-NYC (212-244-6469) or calling 311 to see if they are eligible for 
home-delivered services. 

• For information about additional programs and resources, please visit NYC Emergency 
Management. 

Federal CARES Act:  

Small Business relief  

Two relief programs for small business owners are now available through the newly passed Cares 
Act. 

• The Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) is a new program for small businesses aimed 
at helping them maintain their employees. The maximum size of the loan is 250% of an 
employer’s average monthly payroll cost during the period Feb. 15, 2019 to June 30, 2019, 
capped at $10 million. The loan can be used for employee compensation; vacation, parental, 
family, medical, or sick leave; providing group health care benefits; payment of retirement 
benefits; payroll taxes; and payment of interest on mortgage obligations, rent, utilities, and 
interest on pre-existing debt obligations.  If employers maintain payroll, the loans will be 
forgiven. Sole properties, the self-employed and gig workers are also eligible. Apply and learn 
more here. 

• An Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) is a low-interest, fixed rate loan aimed at 
providing small businesses with quick, much-needed capital. Eligible applicants who apply 
for an EIDL may request up to $10,000 be immediately disbursed. This amount need not be 
repaid, regardless of the loan decision. Businesses can receive up to $2 million in assistance 
if their loan is approved.  EIDL borrowers may also apply for the Paycheck Protection 
Program, but when determining loan forgiveness, the advance EIDL grant is taken into 
consideration. Apply and learn more here. 

Families First Coronavirus Response Act: Employee Paid Leave Rights 

• The Families First Coronavirus Response act offers paid leave for individuals suffering with 
the coronavirus, or caring for a person with coronavirus. The new program provides up to 80 
hours of paid leave for those who qualify. The new law also provides employees with children 
who are no longer in school due to a closure up to 10 weeks of paid leave. Please see HERE 
for details and consult your company’s human resources department to apply. 

Mental Health Help  

• Text "WELL" to 65173, call 1-888-NYC-WELL (692-9355). 
• NYC-Well is a confidential mental health information and referral line with access to mobile 

crisis teams. Staffed by trained social workers 24 hours a day, 7 days per week, 365 days per 
year. 

• Interpretation services are offered for 200+ languages. 
• More than 10,000 mental health professionals, including individuals from other states, have 

signed up to provide free online mental health services. New Yorkers can call the state's 
hotline at 1-844-863-9314 to schedule a free appointment. 
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Financial Relief 

• New 90-day mortgage relief period and foreclosures are suspended or postponed for those 
facing financial hardship because of COVID-19. Read more HERE. 

• There is now a 90-day moratorium on commercial and residential evictions. 
• New state law allows for sick leave and benefits to quarantined/isolated workers. Read more 

HERE. 
• The deadline for filing your taxes has been moved from April 15 to July 15. 

Important Resources, Numbers, and Links 

• Financial Empowerment Guidance: New York City Financial Empowerment Center 
counselors are available to support those experiencing financial challenges. Book an 
appointment here.  

• Blood Donations: New York Blood Center is seeking donations of plasma from those who 
have recovered from COVID-19. Visit New York Blood Center for more information. 

• Support for Victims of Domestic Violence: 
If you are a victim of Domestic Violence, please reach out for help. The Violence Intervention 
Program (VIP) has made it clear that they are fully operational during the crisis and continue 
to provide crisis counseling and emergency sheltering services to New York City’s victims of 
domestic violence. If you are in need of assistance call their hotline at 1-800-664-5880 or 
visit their website  https://www.vipmujeres.org/. 

• 24-Hour NYS Coronavirus Hotline: 1-888-364-3065 
• For NYC Updates: English - Text COVID to 692-692 | Spanish - Text COVIDESP to 692-

692 
• For NYS email updates sign up here: https://now.ny.gov/page/s/coronavirus-updates 
• Connect to Free & Confidential Mental Health + Substance Abuse Support at 1-

888-NYC-WELL (1-888 692-9355) 
• NYC's 24-hour Domestic Violence Hotline: 800-621-4673 
• Her Justice Legal Help Line: 718.562.8181 
• Tenants’ Rights Hotline: 212-979-0611 
• As you practice social distancing, take a few minutes to call the older people in our lives and 

our neighbors in the aging community. Give them a call to check-in, ask how they're doing at 
212-AGING-NYC (212-244-6469). 

• Vulnerable New Yorkers who have symptoms can call 1-844-NYC-4NYC for 
more information, you can click on the link below to find the full details of the press 
release: https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/166-20/mayor-de-blasio-nyc-
health-hospitals-expand-appointment-only-covid-19-testing-capacity 

• Assistance & Guidance for Businesses Impacted Due to Novel Coronavirus: 
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/sbs/businesses/covid19-business-outreach.page 

• General FAQ: Novel Coronavirus Outbreak Factsheet  
• Services for Those in Need: COVID-19 Services & Resources  
• Information on How to Donate or Sell Supplies: Help Now NYC 
• NYC DOE: Information about remote learning and free meals  
• State List of Essential Business/Services: List from Governor’s Executive Order 
• For Small Businesses: Grant and Loan information for Businesses 
• Non-Profit Providers: Guidance for Non-profit providers 
• For Tenants/Landlords: Disinfection Guidance for Buildings 
• Property Tax Issues: Ways to save 
• Latest Reduced Ferry Schedules: Staten Island Ferry / NYC Ferry 
• H+H Visitor Policy: New Policy to Reduce the Spread of Coronavirus 
• Domestic Violence: NYC Hope 
• Free Citibike: Critical Workforce Membership Program 
• Space Survey: Share Your Space Survey 
• Latest reduced ferry schedules: Staten Island Ferry / NYC Ferry 
• Guidance for Employers & Employees about COVID-19 Mandates: Update on 

Workplace Laws 
• People with Disabilities: Visit Mayor’s Office for People with Disabilities Resource page, 

reach out on Twitter to @NYCDisabilities, 311 or via video phone at 646-396-5830. 
• OATH: Hearing Online 
• TLC Driver Jobs: NYC Food Delivery Driver Portal 
• NYCEM pets planning: Pet Emergency Plan 
• SNAP: SNAP Benefits 
• COVID-19 Sick Leave Application  
• DOL Complaint process related to COVID 
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