
Dear Constituent, 

Below please find my latest update on news from Albany and around the district. 

Condemning Anti-Islamic Rhetoric and Violence
I strongly condemn the vicious, deadly hate crimes that took place at the Islamic
Center of San Diego earlier this week. No one, no matter their religion, should have
to fear for their lives as they attend school or bow their heads to pray. Just as we
have been seeing a rise in antisemitic rhetoric and attacks against Jewish people,
we have also been seeing a rise in Islamophobic rhetoric and attacks against
Muslims. All of it must stop, and we must continue to speak out against the
normalization of all types of hatred. 

Period Poverty Awareness Drive Ending Friday 5/22



Period poverty, defined as insufficient access to or ability to afford menstrual
supplies, impacts up to 25% of women in our area. Last week, I marked Period
Poverty Awareness Week by teaming up with 914 Cares, Assemblymember Chris
Burdick, and State Senator Shelley Mayer to collect menstrual supplies in my district
office. Our drive runs through noon this Friday, May 22; you can drop off supplies
with any of our offices. Call (914) 941-1111 to arrange a drop-off at my district office,
or click here to contribute via 914Cares' Period Product Amazon Wishlist
anytime, even after the current drive ends. For more information about the drive, call
914Cares at (914) 458-5220 or email info@914cares.org. 

Sincerely, 
Assemblymember Dana Levenberg

Budget Update

Asking questions in a budget hearing

Budget negotiations are still underway, long after the April 1 deadline. Among many
other things I have been advocating to include in this year’s budget, I have also
begun speaking out about the need to reform the process itself. Currently, the
process affords governors far too much latitude to skirt transparency requirements
and force the inclusion of policy proposals that would be better handled through the
regular legislative process. I have introduced legislation to limit the Governor’s
ability to coerce legislators to accept policy proposals introduced after the statutory
budget deadline. Some of my colleagues are also discussing a constitutional
amendment to enable legislators and voters to reform the process without requiring
the Governor’s signature. I will share more information about these efforts as they
progress. 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3S6RIUHX4KS28?ref_=wl_fv_le
mailto:info@914cares.org
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/central-ny/politics/2026/04/15/new-york-climate-law-utilities


Rallying, meeting with advocates, and more

I am still hopeful that, when all is said and done, we will have a state budget that
promotes affordability and sustainability. I am continuing to fight for priorities such as
utility reform and relief for ratepayers, universal child care and adequate pre-K
funding, funding to ensure continued health care coverage for those who will lose it
due to federal funding cuts, and more. I am also fighting to ensure that any
compromise on the CLCPA comes with adequate funding and plans to get us
moving more quickly than we have been toward our clean energy goals, especially
as global events and energy prices demonstrate more clearly than ever that
renewable energy is the best path forward for a variety of reasons. We began
passing budget bills yesterday, though other sections of the budget are still under
discussion. When we have a fully enacted budget, I will send another update with
much more on all of the final details. 

Legislative Update



Left to right: with Lauren Awerdick-Green, Diana Lemon, Assemblymember JoAnn Simon and Senator
Pete Harckham advocating for the Shepherd-Patterson Notification Act

In addition to pushing for legislation to lower home energy costs, I am also
promoting bills that, if passed, will make New York safer and healthier. I recently
joined Senator Harckham and Ossining resident Diana Lemon for a press
conference to highlight our renewed effort to pass the Shepherd-Patterson
Notification Act. This legislation will help students with medical needs, their
families, and educators stay up to date with the information they need to ensure the
safety and health of these students. The bill is dedicated to the memory of Diana
Lemon’s daughter, Dream Ioni Shepherd, a strong and courageous young woman
whose battle with sickle cell disease also inspired Dream’s Law, which ensured
home health care service for patients living with central venous lines. The legislation
is also dedicated to one of Dream’s teachers, Ms. Patterson, who was able to
intervene in a medical emergency because of her awareness of Dream’s medical
history. 

I am also continuing to work with colleagues for the passage of legislation to
address other tough issues. We are getting closer to passing a bill to protect New
Yorkers from ICE, with legislation that combines elements of the Mandating End of
Lawless Tactics (MELT) Act and New York for All. I will share final details once that
passes. I am also continuing to fight for the Packaging Reduction and Recycling
Infrastructure Act, to protect New Yorkers from the harms of microplastics and the
expense of the massive plastic burden municipalities are currently being forced to
shoulder. I also recently joined colleagues pushing for a data center moratorium;
until we have passed legislation to ensure that corporations pay their fair share for
their energy usage, and have a better sense of the ecological impacts of these
centers, we cannot allow them to come in unchecked.  

In the District

https://nyassembly.gov/mem/Dana-Levenberg/story/115967
http://nyassembly.gov/mem/Dana-Levenberg/story/118101
http://nyassembly.gov/mem/Dana-Levenberg/story/118101
https://www.nysenate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2019/david-carlucci/dreams-law-signed-governor-today


Last month I joined several of my colleagues from the Legislature and Westchester
County Executive Ken Jenkins for an announcement about a new PFAS testing
program for private wells, a pilot program we funded in last year’s state budget.
PFAS contamination is a serious public health threat that must be addressed
comprehensively, which includes the testing of private wells. I'm proud that our
investment in this pilot program is now giving Westchester & Putnam County
families the testing and mitigation resources they deserve. I urge every eligible
resident to apply and take this important step toward protecting their family's health;
click here for more information. 

Mini Podcast Episode: Sustainable Putnam

Sustainable Putnam is one of many local partners helping New Yorkers to lower
energy costs through solutions like weatherization, community solar, and clean
heating and cooling technologies that reduce reliance on costly fossil fuels. In
episode 4 of my podcast series, we featured programs offered by Sustainable
Westchester to constituents in Westchester County to assist municipalities, small
businesses, and residents in Westchester County with these sorts of initiatives. In
this update to episode 4, my guests - Joe Montuori, Executive Director of
Sustainable Putnam and Sean Seary, Community Energy Advisor with the Mid-
Hudson Clean Energy Hub - share the latest programs offered by Sustainable
Putnam to help Putnam residents take steps towards clean, affordable energy. Click
here to watch it. You can learn more about the Putnam Energy Affordability program
at www.sustainableputnam.org/putnam-energy-affordability/.

https://www.health.ny.gov/environmental/water/drinking/privatewellspilot/
https://sustainableputnam.org/
https://youtu.be/mcxswGANXDA?si=czhjNqF2g-cCdpg0
https://youtu.be/cj4hGA_k3lw
http://www.sustainableputnam.org/putnam-energy-affordability/


Honoring constituents all around the district

Celebrating Arbor Day in Yorktown & Ossining



Celebrating Earth Day all around the district

Participating in the Riverkeeper Sweep & I Love My Park Day



At a variety of events all around the district

In The News

NY vs. ICE: Bill to Ban Offic﻿ers
Wearing Masks

Lower Hudson lawmakers weigh in
on New York's housing affordability

plans

N.Y. lawmakers sound off on utility
proposals and climate law amid

budget negotiations

Op-Ed: New York for All will ensure
safety & justice for all New Yorkers﻿

River Journal Online: Harckham, Levenberg Celebrate Completion of $25 Million
Annsville Circle Flood Mitigation Project

Yorktown News: ‘Remembering must be more than words’

Mid-Hudson News: Putnam Remembers Vietnam Vets

River Journal Online: Assemblymembers Levenberg & Shimsky, Mayor Hsu rally in
Westchester to Defend Climate Law that Will Lower Energy Bills

WestFair Online: Legal Hand Westchester Celebrates Volunteers at Annual
Luncheon Highlighting Community Impact

River Journal Online: Westchester County to Study Solar Installation at Croton
Point Park Parking Lot
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https://hudsonvalley.news12.com/2026/04/22/ny-vs-ice-bill-to-ban-officers-from-wearing-masks-on-duty-draws-some-bipartisan-criticism/2aciThttps://hudsonvalley.news12.com/2026/04/22/ny-vs-ice-bill-to-ban-officers-from-wearing-masks-on-duty-draws-some-bipartisan-criticism/2aciTDoPGadJ9qFJnqZb5dDohttps://hudsonvalley.news12.com/2026/04/22/ny-vs-ice-bill-to-ban-officers-from-wearing-masks-on-duty-draws-some-bipartisan-criticism/2aciTDoPGadJ9qFJnqZb5dPGadJ9qFJnqZb5d
https://www.lohud.com/story/news/politics/2026/03/04/ny-housing-affordability-plans-discussed-by-lower-hudson-valley-lawmakers/88889732007/?gnt-cfr=1&gca-cat=p&gca-uir=true&gca-epti=z117447p119750l116250c119750e1169xxv117447b0059xxd005965&gca-ft=264&gca-ds=sophi
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https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/central-ny/politics/2026/04/15/new-york-climate-law-utilities
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/central-ny/politics/2026/04/15/new-york-climate-law-utilities
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/central-ny/politics/2026/04/15/new-york-climate-law-utilities
https://peekskillherald.com/37722/news/new-york-for-all-act-will-ensure-safety-and-justice-for-all-new-yorkers/
https://peekskillherald.com/37722/news/new-york-for-all-act-will-ensure-safety-and-justice-for-all-new-yorkers/
https://riverjournalonline.com/communities/cortlandt/harckham-levenberg-celebrate-completion-of-25-million-annsville-circle-flood-mitigation-project-in-cortlandt/293119/
https://riverjournalonline.com/communities/cortlandt/harckham-levenberg-celebrate-completion-of-25-million-annsville-circle-flood-mitigation-project-in-cortlandt/293119/
https://news.halstonmedia.com/somers-record/stories/yorktown-town-hall-holocaust-remembrance-ceremony-april-2026,76239
https://midhudsonnews.com/2026/03/30/putnam-remembers-vietnam-vets/
https://riverjournalonline.com/around-town/for-the-local-good/asms-levenberg-shimsky-mayor-hsu-rally-in-westchester-to-defend-climate-law-that-will-lower-energy-bills/293884/
https://riverjournalonline.com/around-town/for-the-local-good/asms-levenberg-shimsky-mayor-hsu-rally-in-westchester-to-defend-climate-law-that-will-lower-energy-bills/293884/
https://westfaironline.com/newsmakers/organization-celebrates-volunteers-at-annual-luncheon-highlighting-community-impact/
https://westfaironline.com/newsmakers/organization-celebrates-volunteers-at-annual-luncheon-highlighting-community-impact/
https://riverjournalonline.com/around-town/for-the-local-good/westchester-county-to-study-solar-installation-at-croton-point-park-parking-lot/292860/
https://riverjournalonline.com/around-town/for-the-local-good/westchester-county-to-study-solar-installation-at-croton-point-park-parking-lot/292860/
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