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Kenneth Adams
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NYS Empire State Development
633 3rd Ave.

New York, NY 10017

Dear Mr. Adams:

Thank you for your response on December 31, 2013 to my concerns regarding a RESTORE NY
grant for a poultry processing plant in the Village of New Square.

I am writing to respond to two points that you raised regarding the project’s support in the
community and the transparency of the project, and to further elaborate on my opposition.

You mentioned that several officials supported the RESTORE NY grant application in the
community. My review of the record shows that it was a very few number of individuals. Due to
the unique environmental and economic impacts that an industrial chicken slaughter house
brings, it is incumbent to examine the support or opposition from surrounding communities who
will bear the brunt of the effects. It is also important to recognize that there have been changes in
the elected leaders who originally supported this project.

I have attached letters from current elected officials from the surrounding communities who
directly border this proposed facility. They represent over 40% of Rockland residents and they
all share the same sentiment: this type of industrial use has no place in a residential
neighborhood. I have also had countless interactions with constituents expressing deep concern
with the project including residents who live less than fifty feet from the proposed site. I would
venture to say that opposition to this project is near unanimous among Rockland residents. I ask
that you take these letters of opposition and constituent concerns into consideration.

Your letter referenced a public hearing that the Village held regarding the proposed project on
April 29, 2009 at which there was no public comment offered. This project has not been a
transparent process beginning with the notice of public hearing that was published on April 22,
2009. The notice stated that the public hearing was in reference to “the proposed application to
the Empire State Development Corporation for the RESTORE New York project.” The notice
failed to mention the purpose of the application or the nature of the project. This project was not
advertised in a fair and open manner. This misguided notice lead to zero public comment on an
otherwise controversial project.

ALBANY OFFICE: Room 637, Legislative Office Building, Albany, New York 12248 « 518-455-5735, FAX: 518-455-5561
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