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December 15, 2017

Honorable Carl E. Heastie
Speaker of the Assembly
State Capitol, Room 349
Albany, New York 12248

Dear Mr. Speaker:

| am pleased to present the 2017 Annual Report of the Assembly Standing
Committee on Aging. In assuming the role of Chair of the Committee on Aging, | was
tasked with advancing legislation aimed at protecting the quality of life, health, safety and
independence of New York’s seniors. The work accomplished during the 2017 Legislative
Session reflects the commitment of the Committee and myself to achieve these goals.

This year, the Committee on Aging continued to address the crime of elder abuse,
specifically financial exploitation, as it is becoming one of the most common crimes
committed against the elderly. In a positive development on this front, Chapter 328 of this
year requires the New York State Office for the Aging (NYSOFA) to work with the New
York State Department of Health and New York State Office of Children and Family
Services to develop guidelines to assist healthcare providers in identifying and responding to
potential elder abuse.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank the Committee members for their
continued contributions to this past year’s achievements. Finally, Mr. Speaker, thank you for
your leadership and support of our legislative initiatives to better protect New York State’s
seniors.

Sincerely,

Donna Lupardo
Chair, Committee on Aging
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Committee Responsibilities and Goals

The New York State Assembly Standing Committee on Aging has jurisdiction over
legislation affecting the quality of life of New York’s senior citizens. The Committee
also reviews certain legislation providing real property tax relief for seniors. The
Committee works closely with the New York State Office for the Aging and has
legislative and budgetary oversight of the agency’s programs.

The Committee works to ensure that essential services are available for seniors so that
they may enjoy a high quality of life as they get older. This includes programs such as:
the Expanded In-Home Services for the Elderly Program (EISEP), Caregiver Resource
Centers, the Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program (LTCOP), the Retired and Senior
Volunteer Program (RSVP), Senior Respite programs, Social Adult Day programs,
Naturally Occurring Retirement Communities (NORCs), Neighborhood Naturally
Occurring Retirement Communities (NNORCs), the Senior Citizen Rent Increase
Exemption (SCRIE) program, Foster Grandparent programs, the Elder Abuse Education
and Outreach program, and locally based Meals-on-Wheels programs. The Committee
also has legislative and budgetary oversight of the Elderly Pharmaceutical Insurance
Coverage (EPIC) program, which is administered by the New York State Department of
Health.

During the 2017 Legislative Session, the Committee reviewed 85 bills that sought to
address and remedy many concerns affecting seniors. These bills dealt with issues
such as reducing the real property tax burden on low-income seniors, protecting
seniors from abuse and victimization, ensuring that seniors are able to safely remain
in their homes and communities for as long as possible with the supports they
deserve, and providing a variety of resources to seniors and their caregivers.

The following report details the major legislative activities and accomplishments of the
Committee on Aging during the 2017 Legislative Session.



1. 2017 COMMITTEE ACCOMPLISHMENTS

. Real Property Tax

In 1970, the Senior Citizen Rent Increase Exemption (SCRIE) program began
offering qualifying senior citizens protection from future rent increases. In 2005, it
was expanded to include qualifying tenants with disabilities under the Disability Rent
Increase Exemption (DRIE) program. These programs help eligible senior citizens
aged 62 and over and tenants with qualifying disabilities, living in rent-controlled and
rent-stabilized apartments in New York City, stay in affordable housing by freezing
their rent. As such, the Committee on Aging aims to enable and support seniors and
persons with disabilities so that they may remain within their communities for as long
as possible. The SCRIE and DRIE programs help to accomplish this goal by
providing a property tax credit to building owners that covers the difference between
the actual rent amount and what the tenant is responsible for paying at the frozen rate.

In addition, through the Senior Housing Exemption program, eligible homeowners
aged 65 and over who meet the program’s income requirements can apply to receive a
reduction in their property taxes.

1. Excluding Annuity Roll-over Transfers from Taxable Income for Seniors
A.1603 (Skoufis); Chapter 279 of the Laws of 2017

This law excludes any non-taxable gain from the exchange of one annuity for
another from the calculation of income for the purpose of determining eligibility for
the Senior Housing Exemption program.

2. Increased Efficiency and Communication in Administering the Rent Increase
Exemption Program
A.6037 (Lupardo); Passed Assembly

This bill would increase awareness of the Senior Citizen Rent Increase Exemption
(SCRIE) program and the Disabled Rent Increase Exemption (DRIE) program
through outreach efforts, as well as provide for the timely processing of SCRIE and
DRIE applications and provide applicants with a mechanism for determining the
status of their exemptions.

3. Communication Assistance for Rent Increase Exemption Participants
A.6915-A (Harris); Passed Assembly

This bill would require municipalities that offer the SCRIE/DRIE program to
develop and implement a plan to make sure that individuals who have limited



