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The Dicas | ty .\d ocacy Program (DAP) provides statewide legal representation to low-income
disablea New Y orkers whose federal Supplemental Security Income (SSI) or Social Security
Disabil ty ‘SSDI) benefits are wrongly denied or terminated. LSNYC joins our DAP colleagues
across ihe siate in support of the program’s funding request. DAP notably saves the state millions
of dolla s «vary yecr in avoided public assistance costs. When clients win their SSI benefits,
state and local governments are retroactively reimbursed for public assistance benefits paid to
these c'ients. Last year, DAP legal services providers statewide won $22.6 million in retroactive
benefits 1or disabled New Yorkers — which resulted in $4.4 million in Interim Assistance
returnec  vevw York State. Legal Services NYC’s DAP program alone returned $408,615 to
New York in Interim Assistance. Every $1 invested in DAP has returned over $2 to the state and
countics. " he program has generated almost $1.5 billion to the state and local counties since its
inception ia 1983. Our work also results in savings for New York in future public assistance
costs avoice § when our clients are awarded their SSI/SSD benefits. Legal Services NYC’s DAP

prograin additionaiy won nearly $4.0 million in retroactive benefits for our clients.

The statewids network of DAP providers requests $7.5 million in funding to support the program
in the S7Y 7027 Enacted Budget, inclusive of both the Executive and legislative additions before
county match. We also request DAP to be included in the Office of Temporary and Disability
Assistznce’s Human Services cost of living adjustment (COLA) / targeted inflationary increase
(TID) 1w ensure the peogram can keep up with inflation linked operational costs. Given the ROI of
the pro.rain inclusion in the COLA / TII would indeed pay for itself in the long run.

Today. D F advocates throughout New York State are spending more of their time acting as the
access point for our clients to a federal agency that has become less accessible to the vulnerable
communite: we serve. At Legal Services NYC, the current DAP funding covers just 67% of our
operat‘m costs ‘o run the DAP units. Increased funding would allow us to better respond to
clients “vho aze facing declays in applications and appeals and general lack of access to the Social
Secunt(_ 2 iminisceation staff due to federal destabilization. We thank the Committee for

allowir - 11 ¢ submission of these comments.
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