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Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

| am here today to urge you to fully fund the New York State Public Campaign Finance Program
in this year’s one-house budgets, consistent with the Public Campaign Finance Board’s request
of $116.1 million—$100 million for matching funds and $16.1 million for administration.

The program for state legislative candidates ran successfully in 2024, and the results were clear
and measurable.” More than 300 legislative candidates signed up, representing the vast
majority of candidates on the ballot, and nearly 200 candidates qualified for public funds.? Over
50,000 New Yorkers made small-dollar, in-district contributions, many engaging as donors in a
state election for the first time. Meanwhile, the number of all other individual contributors,
including entities like super PACs and corporations, decreased by about a quarter from past
years.?

From a racial justice perspective, these outcomes matter deeply. For decades, candidates from
Black, Latino, Asian, immigrant, and working-class communities have faced structural barriers to
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running viable campaigns—barriers rooted in unequal access to wealth and political donor
networks. The Public Campaign Finance Program directly confronts those inequities by valuing
community support over personal wealth and local participation over large checks. In 2024,
more candidates from historically underrepresented communities were able to compete on more
equal footing—not because they had access to big money, but because they had strong ties to
the people they sought to represent.

Participation was truly statewide, spanning urban, suburban, and rural districts across New
York. This is not a regional or niche program—it is a statewide investment in fair, competitive
elections. And it is a powerful tool to counter big money: even in the 2024 contests with the
highest levels of outside spending, publicly financed candidates still made their case to voters,
and they often won.

Looking ahead, the program will expand to statewide candidates for the first time in June 2026.
As of this date, over 300 candidates across the state have opted in to use public financing this
year.* This strong participation makes full funding now a matter of responsible fiscal planning.
Adequate, predictable funding ensures orderly administration, equal treatment of candidates
who follow the rules, and protection of the state’s existing investment.

Critically, a large majority of New York voters across party lines want to see the program receive
such funding.® This recent polling by Data for Progress and Citizen Action of New York also
shows New York voters back the program by a margin of nearly 41 points, up from a 34-point
margin of support in a similar poll fielded in 2023.°

Fully funding the Public Campaign Finance Program is not an expansion. It is responsible
stewardship of a reform the Legislature has already enacted. | urge you to include the full
$116.1 million request in your one-house budgets this year and ensure it remains in the final
budget.

Thank you.
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