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a Submrtted to the New York State Jomt Houslng Budget Hearmg

b | Chalr Krueger, Chalr Pretlow, and Members of the Legis!ature

g ';' My name is Shawn Jennmgs, and I am the program dlrector of Columbla Opportunmes, the S
g Weatherlzatlon provnder servmg Columbla County NY We apprec;ate the opportunlty to submlt

i 1:est,mony regardmg the FY. 2026 Housmg Budget

| Columbla Opportunitles strongly supports the jomt testimony submitted by NYSWDA the
o -f_?:Assocratlon for Energy Affordabrlrty, and NYSCAA We. write to remforce the urgent need to AL
" restore and protect fundmg for the Weatherlzahon A551stance Program (WAP) in the Flscal - e

':'fchharzoz7Budget__I;jfﬁhﬁﬁa:.ag--;-~ B

R : About the Weathenzahon A551stance Program

_ : For decades, a majorlty of Weatherlzahon :n New York State has been funded through the

- B .Consrstent federal state framework in WhICh 10% of Home Energy Asmstance Program (HEAP)
o -_f_-__funds are allocated o the Weatherrzatron Assmtance Program (WAP) ’fhls allocatlon is. not _
: '_'-_-'dlscretronary, t is crltlcal to the State S ablltty to delrver permanent energy related cost savmgs
(and health & safety) measures to the homes of the iocal low mcome famlhes in our commumty

e For. our agency, the diverswn of these funds represents a 60 percent reductlon in avallable :

. _'-i_'-_'resources, fundamentally undermmmg our abrirty to sustaln operatlons and dehver essentral LR

weatherrzatlon servrces : i

SR 'What Weathenzatlon Means in Our Communltv RN

-_'-:.Weatherrzatson is a federally authorlzed program that reduces energy costs for low—mcome = |
i flhouseholds by lmprovmg home energy efﬁmency, ensurmg safe heatmg systems and addressmg

SR _health and safety hazards
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Last year our agency

i . Served 42 householdS

s _Leverag ed 5 413 oo(} in federal and state fundmg

: '__f_Emponed 6 staff and contractors

i '-'.:._'__."_'._Served resrdents in the dlstncts of Columbla County NY

HEflplﬂg Peopte Changmg L:ves';i}"'_'- Lo

A Commumty Act:on Pertnershxp:':}i . PR

S "For rnany of the households we serve, energy costs consume a dlsproporhonate share of

stabrllzes vulnerabie famlires

___The lmpact of HEAP Fundmg Loss i !

g _junsustalnable It WI!E force us to

o :_'._.mcome Weathenzatron provndes permanent bril reductlon, |mproves hous:ng quahty, and

.-’.Wlthout the HEAP Fundmg desrgnated to WAP our weather;zatron program erI become ;j:_: o

- 'Lay off our highly tramed burfd:ng smence professronals -_f: B

e "Disrupt our contractor networks built over decades

Loel Increase energy burden for our Iow—rncome resrdents ;';;-f;' L

- '__-":'-'_‘:Greatiy reduce the number of familres we serve

& '.._'-.:f_.':..:-COHSICIEI endmg the essentlal federa!ly mandated Weatherizatron Assrstance Program S

: "-_'__-'serwces we prowde in our area
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L 'f._:.-_ThIS fundmg represents the majonty of our. annual operatlng capacrty Cuts wou!d not be o '_ i
L _:_temporary — they would dlsmantle mfrastructure that has taken decades for us to bwld S

S We respectfui[y urge the Leg|s¥atm’e to

e Restore and protect the 10 percent HEAP Weathenzatzon Assrstance Program (WAP)
ol ".;":___'-_altocatron through Socra! Serwces Law § 97(5) in the Fiscal Year 2027 Budget. S . j ' 'ﬁ_: o

:'”COll!mblam '_ Helpmg People Changlng LWES.J_"::
Opportumtles : A Cemmumty Actmn Parinership ) '.

2 "-":Weatherlzatlon |s one of the most cost—effectwe houmng stabllzzatlon tools avallabie It

o -permanently Iowers utthty costs, reduces arrears, prevents d:sp!acement and strengthens

. : --'communsttes across New York For our organrzahon thIS translates mto measurable, Iastmg

_'-heipmg fam;hes, people w;th dlsabalmes, and senlors remam safe!y in their homes

| o We respectful!y urge restoratlon of the 10 percent HEAP weathenzatuon set asu:!e m the ﬁnal FY
B _-._'-_'_-_-_2026—27 State Budget Thank you for your conmderatuon and contmued leadership on housmg
o -__:__'.____.stablbty and affordablllty R I S SRt s -

o -':__-7'.'3._RespecrfuIiy submitted

| -'-'affordabrhty |mprovements for the households we servemreducmg CI‘ISPS mterventlons and

- '3_5:'33$hawn Jennlngs

5186727268 i
N SJennmgs@columbraopportunmes org

i 5 Program Drrector Columbia Opportunmes Weatherlzatlon R i
2 Rock street Phllmont NY 12565 S e R RIS
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