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On behalf of Care For the Homeless, I am submitting this testimony to urge the State Legislature and 

Governor to expand the Housing Access Voucher Program (HAVP) to $250 million and make the 

program permanent in the FY27 budget. 

 

Care For the Homeless has 40 years of experience providing medical and behavioral health services 

exclusively to people experiencing homelessness in New York City. We are a nationally recognized 

nonprofit that unites health care, shelter, and social services in one coordinated, innovative model of 

care. Through this integrated approach we deliver comprehensive, compassionate services that 

improve health outcomes and create pathways to stability. In addition to our direct service work, we 

advocate for policies that expand access to housing, health care, and supportive services ensuring that 

individual care and public policy work together to create lasting change for our city’s most vulnerable 

neighbors. 

 

An expansion of HAVP will allow cities and towns across the state to stabilize approximately 10,000 

households. They will be able to use these vouchers to help people experiencing homelessness find 

permanent homes or issue them to low-income New Yorkers at risk of becoming homeless. The program 

guarantees that participating households pay no more than 30 percent of their income toward rent. 

Although HAVP largely mirrors Section 8, it is more inclusive since it is available to people regardless of 

immigration status or criminal record. In addition to stabilizing individuals and families, a permanent 

HAVP program would provide financial stability to building owners, ensuring a steady stream of rental 

income from low-income tenants. Further, data from Win shows that, once fully implemented, HAVP 

could come with significant cost savings by offsetting other costs associated with eviction and 

homelessness.i 

 

In January 2025, a report by the New York State Comptroller found that there were 158,019 people 

experiencing homelessness across New York State, including more than 50,000 children.ii It is not just 

unhoused New Yorkers who are experiencing housing instability; in 2025, there were a total of 192,156 

eviction filings Statewide.iii A report from 2024 found that more than half (2.9 million households) of all  

 



 

 

renter households statewide are rent-burdened, and 20 percent are severely rent burdened, paying 50 

percent or more of their income on rent.iv  

 

Research shows rental vouchers reduce homelessness and housing instability,v improve outcomes for 

children, vi and promote beneficial outcomes for family well-being, including halving intimate partner 

violence.vii Federal Housing Choice Vouchers reduce the poverty rate for recipients by 43% viii and 

provide long-term benefits to households that previously experienced homelessness.ix State and local 

rental assistance vouchers have a similarly stabilizing effect: in FY25, the number of families with children 

in New York City who exited shelter with subsides – mostly the City’s local rental assistance voucher, 

CityFHEPS – increased by 40% compared to FY24. The number of subsidized exits was almost triple that 

of unsubsidized exits.x 

 

Despite the wealth of evidence about the positive effects of rental assistance, there are not nearly 

enough federal and local vouchers to meet the need in New York. Only one in four eligible households 

receive Housing Choice Vouchers, and localities outside of New York City do not have their own local 

voucher programs, leaving households with little to no options to help them afford rent.  

 

We urge the Legislature and Governor to expand HAVP to $250 million and make the program 

permanent in the FY27 budget. 

 

For these reasons, Care For the Homeless joins the Housing Access New York (HANY) coalition in urging 

the Legislature and Governor to expand HAVP to $250 million and establish the program’s permanency 

in the FY27 budget. 

 

Thank you for your time and for the opportunity to provide this testimony. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Nathalie Interiano 

VP of Policy and Advocacy 

Care For the Homeless  
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