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My name is Natasha Lifton, Managing Director of External Affairs and Special Projects at Trinity 
Church in New York City. Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony for today’s hearing.  I 
urge the Legislature and Governor to expand the Housing Access Voucher Program (HAVP) to a total 
of $250 million and make the program permanent in the FY27 New York State budget. 

Trinity Church is an Episcopal Church in Lower Manhattan with a congregation of more than 1,600 
parishioners who come from all five boroughs and form an ethnically, racially, and economically 
diverse congregation. In addition to our ministry, we carry out the mission of faith and social justice 
through direct services, grantmaking, and advocacy.    

Trinity has a long history of advancing social justice in alignment with our belief that every person is 
created in the image of God and has dignity and value. Removing barriers to and increasing the 
supply of affordable and supportive housing is a major priority for Trinity. In 2025, we provided more 
than $13 million in grants and program related investments to support affordable housing 
development and address homelessness. In addition, Trinity’s Mission Real Estate Development 
program provides funding and investments for feasibility studies and construction projects that 
generate income for ministry, many of which are affordable housing development projects locally, 
nationally, and internationally.   

In this context and as faith leaders and fellow New Yorkers, Trinity Church is deeply concerned 
about the acute lack of affordable housing and its impact on our most vulnerable. In January 2025, 
a report by the New York State Comptroller found that there were 158,019 people experiencing 
homelessness across New York State, including more than 50,000 children.i It is not just unhoused 
New Yorkers who are experiencing housing instability; in 2025, there were a total of 192,156 
eviction filings Statewide.ii A report from 2024 found that more than half (2.9 million households) of 
all renter households statewide are rent-burdened and 20 percent are severely rent burdened, 
paying 50 percent or more of their income on rent.iii  

An expansion of HAVP will allow cities and towns across the state to address this critical need. It 
would stabilize approximately 10,000 households, as well as help people experiencing 
homelessness find permanent homes. The program guarantees that participating households pay no 
more than 30 percent of their income toward rent. Although HAVP largely mirrors Section 8, it is more 
inclusive because it is available to people regardless of immigration status or criminal record. In 
addition to stabilizing individuals and families, a permanent HAVP program would provide financial 
stability to building owners, ensuring a steady stream of rental income from low-income tenants. 
Further, data shows that, once fully implemented, HAVP could come with significant cost savings by 
offsetting shelter and other costs associated with eviction and homelessness.iv 



 
 
In addition, research shows rental vouchers reduce homelessness and housing instability,v improve 
outcomes for children, vi and promote beneficial outcomes for family well-being, including cutting 
rates of intimate partner violence in half.vii Federal Housing Choice Vouchers reduce the poverty rate 
for recipients by 43% viii and provide long-term benefits to households that previously experienced 
homelessness.ix State and local rental assistance vouchers have a similarly stabilizing effect: in 
FY25, the number of families with children in New York City who exited shelter with subsides – mostly 
the City’s local rental assistance voucher, CityFHEPS – increased by 40% compared to FY24. The 
number of subsidized exits was almost triple that of unsubsidized exits.x 

Despite the wealth of evidence about the positive effects of rental assistance, there are not nearly 
enough federal and local vouchers to meet the need in New York. Only one in four eligible households 
receive Housing Choice Vouchers, and localities outside of New York City do not have their own local 
voucher programs, leaving households with little to no options to help them afford rent.  

For these reasons, Trinity Church joins the Housing Access New York coalition in urging the 
Legislature and Governor to expand HAVP to $250 million and ensure sustained funding in the FY27 
budget. 
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