
My name is  Amanda Ackermann. I am a Ph.D. s tudent res earcher in a  cancer biology 
laboratory at Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai. I was  born and rais ed in Queens , NY, 
and was  a  recipient of the STEM Incentive program. This  allowed me to go to SUNY Stony 
Brook with free tuition, and in reimburs ement I worked for five years  in a  STEM field in NY. I 
was  more than happy to continue to work within NY in STEM, as  the opportunities  in NY 
were the bes t in the country.  
 
This  motivated me to begin graduate s tudies  at the Icahn School of Medicine in Mount Sinai 
and s tay in NY for a  s cientific career. At Mount Sinai I am developing a preclinical model for 
a  rare and deadly s kin cancer in a  lab entirely funded by the NIH. The dis ruption in NIH 
funding within the las t year has  greatly impacted my ability to contribute to the pipeline of 
preclinical model development, was ting thous ands  of tax dollars . 
 
Thes e experiments  are critical to developing targeted drug therapies  that can s pin off into 
biotech companies , and increas e revenue. Not only that, it s hook my faith in my career in 
s cience in NY. Now that I know how uns table and politicized funding can be at the federal 
level, I plan to  look for pos tdoctoral research opportunities  in places  that can s upplement 
los s  of funding from the NIH, like California and Texas . Already I s ee from my colleagues  a  
brain drain to other countries  and s tates  where funding is  more as s ured.  
 
Supplementing federal funding with training grants  in NY are vital to keeping the NY 
workforce in s cience s trong, and prevent was te in thes e experiments  that are vital to human 
health. I urge the Economic Development committee to cons ider matching the inves tments  
being made by other s tates  acros s  the country in biomedical res earch, s o that early-career 
res earchers  like mys elf do not have to choose between furthering our ability to do s cience, 
and our ability continue living and working in New York - which has  already made s uch a  
s ignificant inves tment in us  and our careers . 


